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Theory of Legal Representation in Islamic Jurisprudence
Medad bint Rashid bin Nasser Al-Khalaf

Department of Figh, College of Sharia in Riyadh. Imam
Muhammad ibn Saud Islamic University, Kingdom of Saudi Arabia.

E-mail: medadrashd@gmail.com

Abstract:

This study explores the "Theory of Legal Representation (Niabah) in
Islamic Jurisprudence" as a fundamental concept that permeates
numerous chapters of figh and directly relates to the practical lives of
the legally accountable (mukallafin). The importance of niabah lies in
its role as a Shari'ah-sanctioned means for realizing benefits,
alleviating hardship, and facilitating legal obligations—demonstrating
the flexibility and pragmatism of Islamic law. The primary objectives of
this research are to define the concept of niabah precisely, trace its
origins and legal basis within Islamic sources, delineate its pillars and
conditions, clarify its underlying Shari'ah objectives (magasid), and
present selected contemporary fighi and judicial applications. These
aims contribute to the practical implementation of this theory in
modern contexts and provide an accessible reference for researchers
and legal scholars.

The research is structured as follows: Introduction: Highlights the
significance of the topic and outlines the research plan. Prefatory
Section: Comprises three subsections addressing the definitions of the
key terms (theory, representation, and the compound term "Theory of
Representation"). Chapter One: Discusses the legitimacy, classifications,
pillars, and conditions of legal representation. Chapter Two: Addresses
relevant fighi principles and legal maxims, and examines the maqgasid
(objectives) associated with niabah. Chapter Three: Offers selected
jurisprudential and judicial applications of niabah. The study concludes
with a summary of key findings followed by indexes.

Keywords: Niabah, Islamic jurisprudence, legal theory, legal
facilitation, magasid al-shari'ah, figh maxims, judicial applications,
pillars of niabah, Shari‘ah.
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