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Identity formation of children on US military bases in Japan after
WWILI:
Focusing on children at Iwakuni and Tachikawa bases
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Abstract

This study focuses on the identity formation of Japanese children raised in
the vicinities of two U.S. military bases: Iwakuni in Yamaguchi Prefecture
and Tachikawa in Tokyo. Unlike children in other regions, those in base-
adjacent communities experienced daily exposure to the presence of U.S.
military personnel, facilities, and activities. By analyzing their writings, such
as essays and diaries, this paper examines how these children navigated the
complexities of cultural hybridity, national belonging, and personal identity.

Following Japan’s acceptance of the Potsdam Declaration in August 1945,
the country underwent a sweeping transformation under the Allied
occupation, particularly in its political, social, and educational systems. The
Japanese government was compelled to shift its national identity from that of
a militaristic empire to a peaceful democracy, with American cultural and
educational influences deeply embedded in postwar reforms. Among the
most affected were Japanese children growing up near U.S. military bases,
where American education models and values were introduced.
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Through these narratives, the research reveals how the children’s sense of
self was shaped by their experiences of living between Japanese society and
American military culture. It argues that postwar communities like Iwakuni
were not merely sites of cultural convergence but dynamic spaces where
diverse social and ethnic interactions, along with problems caused by the
military bases, played a critical role in shaping identity. This study thus
highlights the nuanced and multifaceted experiences of so-called “children of
the bases” in postwar Japan.
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