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Abstract

This research aims to shed light on women in the literary heritage of the
Japanese literature in ancient times, especially Heian era (794-1185), which
is considered the golden age of women's Literature in Japan. Through re
reading and reinterpreting the novel of Murasaki Shikibu, "The tale of
Genji." Which have been wriiten in 1008 in the the eleventh century. This
novel is considered one of the masterpieces of Japanese literature in ancient
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times .1t reveals the nobles and imperial court's way of living at that time
through focusing on the main character of the novel Prince Hikaru Genji's
and his love affairs. This research attempts to reinterpret the gender
relations in the novel, analyze it , and show the denotations of princesses
and court ladies becoming buddhist nuns and that to prove the depth of
feminist thought in Japan, and that it is not the fruit of the modern age and
not an imported thought from the western culture, but it has deep roots in the
japanese thought since ancient times.
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