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Interpreting the Unicums of Ya'qiib and Ruways

in Sarat Saba

Saeed Ibrahim (Mohammad Saeed) Al-Namarneh

Department of Shari‘ah and Islamic Studies, College of Law,
University of Jadara, Jordan

Email: s.namarneh@jadara.edu.jo

Abstract
Interpreting the variant readings of the Quran (qirt) is one of the important
branches of the discipline of gir[ 71¢, with bearings on various Islamic sciences.

Classical scholars were concerned with explaining the linguistic, grammatical,
morphological, and semantic aspects of the variant readings. This study addresses
the Yaqub and Ruways’ unique variant readings (their unicums) in Siirat Saba’; in

particular, three readings. The present study, thus, examined the interpretations of
the variant readings of the verses, clarified the aspects of their miraculous
eloquence, and highlighted the beauty of their meanings. The conclusion followed,
presenting key findings and recommendations. Among the most significant results
is that Ruways’ unique reading, in the first case, demonstrates that the matter had
extended beyond the human realm, wherein humans recognized the falsehood of
the jinn. This reading also portrays the disgrace and shame that surrounded the jinn
due to their lies and their false claims. Another notable finding is that Yaqub’s

reading, in the second instance, reflects God’s response to the supplication of the
people and His granting of their request, as He increased the distance between their
journeys. This interpretation further adds a new dimension: after enduring hardship,
they expressed their complaint to God about the very separation they had once
hoped for, now wishing to return to the previous state of blessing. In the third
instance, the use of the nominal sentence was shown to convey a sense of
permanence and constancy in meaning. The study recommends the necessity of
conducting linguistic analyses of the unique readings of the Quranic reciters—may

God have mercy on them—through which the indications of rhetorical inimitability
and other aspects of the miraculous expression may be discerned.

Keywords: Qira’at (Quranic variant readings), Interpretation, Saba, Yaqub,
Ruways, Language, Inimitability (i7[1z).
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