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The Philosophical Fundamentals of Moral Duty and Their
Impact on Modern Western Philosophy: A Critical study in
Islamic perspective

Hany Fawzy Mohamed Abdel Baky
Department of Religions and Sects, Faculty of Islamic Da'wah in Cairo,
Al-Azhar University, Egypt.
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Abstract

There is no doubt that the issue of ethics is one of the important issues that
has occupied philosophical thought throughout its various historical stages.
The motivation for moral action has been a central concern for philosophers,
both ancient and modern, with debates between proponents and opponents
of external or internal subjective motivations. This research addresses a type
of internal moral motivation stemming from human nature, namely moral
obligation and duty. The study explores the philosophical roots of the theory
of moral duty, presenting the ancient philosophical schools and their impact
on modern Western philosophical doctrines, which have varied in their
views on the compelling motivation for action between reason, emotion, and
conscience. The research also discusses the Islamic perspective on these
philosophical doctrines and their view of moral duty, highlighting the points
of moral obligation in Islam. The conclusion includes some findings and
recommendations. Among the most important findings is that ancient Greek
philosophy has had a significant impact on modern and contemporary
Western philosophy, especially concerning ethical issues. The neglect of
religion and belief as a source and motivation for ethics has led to
intellectual confusion in modern Western philosophical doctrines.
Philosophers of moral duty have agreed on the confinement of ethics to
human will and the search for moral value, but they have differed in
determining the general principle on which ethics is based. The research
recommends a careful study of ethics in Western philosophy, focusing on its
roots and the religious, social, economic, and political factors influencing it.
It also suggests a comparative study of the points of moral obligation
between Islam and Western philosophy to reveal the high status of ethics in
Islam and its balanced approach.

Keywords: Fundamentals, Ethics, Moral Duty, Western Philosophy,
Modern Era, Islam.
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