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Abstract:

Within the framework of constructing “China-Arab community with a
shared future in the new era”, exploring how books can serve as a tool to
foster mutual understanding between Chinese and Arab societies has gained
significance as a subject of academic study. In this context, Social Network
Analysis is employed in this paper to comprehensively analyze the Sino-
Arab co-publishing network. Firstly, our study constructs a collaborative
publishing database between China and Arab countries by using open-access
data from major book platforms and publisher websites. Then, based on the
statistical analysis of current status of bilateral co-publishing, the study
creates a visual representation using Netdraw, and examine the features of
this co-publishing network at two levels: the entire network and individual
nodes, using structural indicators provided by Ucinet software. Finally,
educational books are selected as the study sample due to their statistical
dominance, to analyze the dimensions and driving factors of this
cooperation.

The study reveals that the Arab institutions which have accumulated
significant experience in co-publishing are primarily from Lebanon and
Egypt, while the Chinese participation are predominantly led by state-owned
publishing houses. It also demonstrates that the Sino-Arab co-publishing
network exhibits characteristics of a small-world network, enabling
relatively efficient information and resource exchange. The network
structure is characterized by a dual-layered design, combining centralized
control with distributed collaboration. Key institutions play a pivotal role in
resource flows, while broader cooperative interactions extend beyond these
dominant nodes. However, the network exhibited imbalances, with centrally
positioned institutions acquiring mediation advantages. Educational books,
particularly Chinese language textbooks, dominate co-published titles
quantitatively, with the characteristics of serial publishing and continuous
partnership. The study aims to propose some approaches to strengthen co-
publishing mechanisms between China and Arab countries.

Key words: book co-publishing, China, Arab countries, Social Network

Analysis, educational books
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