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Prohibited Similes in the Holy Quran (Transitioning from
the Familiar to the Unfamiliar)

Abstract

This research addresses a rhetorical topic related to the
two sides of a simile, the extent of the relationship that
governs them, and the simile's deviation from its intended
meaning, from two things sharing a description to a
prohibition against imitation, both in principle and in
substance, whether the prohibition is absolute or restricted.
The prohibition of imitation appears in ten verses of the Holy
Qur'an, represented by stylistic terms (Do not be!"”, "Do not
be™) or by their implication. This implies that the object of
the simile is in a position that the addressee cannot imitate.
The research reveals the difference between the prohibited
simile and the unrelated simile, in that it prohibits the first
party from imitating the other. However, someone might do
so, committing a sin and sharing the prohibited ruling with
the other group. In contrast, the unrelated simile, the
connection between the two parties is nonexistent,
quantitatively or qualitatively, fundamentally or by
extension, and is completely absent.

Keywords: ( Simile, figurative simile, prohibition, contrast,
opposition)
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