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The Culture of Accepting Others' Differences

A Comparative Study of a Sample of Parents and Children
in Jeddah Governorate
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ABSTRACT:

The study aimed to identify the differences in cultur the
acceptance of others. between the generations of fathers and sons
in the city of Jeddah, As one of the determinants of society's
identity. The descriptive study used the method comparative
methods to answer the research questions, objectives, and to test
its hypotheses. It was implemented using a questionnaire, and its
items were developed based on the dimensions of identity theory
concepts, with several items branching from these dimensions to
suit their respective concepts. These include: -Self-Classification
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Dimension: Refers to the assignment of expectations and
meanings, which guide roles, behavior, and interactions. -
Identity Verification Dimension: Refers to the individual's
perception of how others view them in specific situations. -
Identity Salience Dimension: Refers to the individual’s recall of
specific aspects of their identity through their through verbal and
behavioral action. -Identity Resources Dimension: Includes the
resources of social structures that support an individual's identity

and enhance their interactions and connections with society.
-ldentity Standard Dimension: Relates to the cultural matrices
that the individual holds, which define their identity and role in
various situations. The research population consisted of male
Saudi individuals in Jeddah. The study's purposive sample
included 214 fathers aged 40 years or older who have children,
and 273 sons aged between 20 and 30 years. The study results
indicated statistically significant differences were found at the
0.05 level, favoring sons, with a T-value of 2.77, regarding the
acceptance of others' differences based on the identity theory
dimensions. The study concluded with several recommendations,
the most important of which was the need to promote and
support developmental programs that contribute to enhancing
dialogue and the quality of relationships between generations
within the cultural identity of society, to strengthen both human
and national bonds.

Keywords: acceptance of others, Fathers, Sons, identity theory.
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