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Abstract

"The Image of Women in Folklore: An Anthropological Study in a Village West of Aswan"

This research aims to study the image of women in Nubian proverbs, using
the village of West Aswan as a field model. These proverbs serve as a mirror
reflecting the societal consciousness, which is a rich source for understanding the
cultural and social structure of a traditional border community, where traditional
values intertwine with modern social conditions. The study focuses on analyzing a
collection of proverbs commonly used in the village, gathered through interviews
with local residents. These proverbs were classified based on their portrayal of
women, either positive or negative, to provide insights into how women are
represented in the cultural and social context of this community.

Through this analysis, the study highlights the roles that women are
expected to play according to these proverbs, which are closely tied to societal
perceptions of women's roles in daily life. The research also sheds light on the
social and cultural attitudes that influence women, the constraints they may face,
and the values associated with them. Many proverbs depict negative
representations of women, focusing on their weakness or emotionality, while others
portray women as symbols of strength and resilience.

Thus, this research contributes to a deeper understanding of women in
Nubian communities, reflecting the interaction between popular culture and
ingrained societal traditions, offering the reader insight into the role of proverbs in
shaping the image of women and determining their position in traditional Nubian
society.

Keywords:

Women — Popular Proverbs — Cultural Heritage — Cultural Anthropology —
West Aswan
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