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Phonetic and semantic criticism in Al-Damiri's The Great
Animal Life (c. 808 AH)

Mohamed Abdul Mawla Ahmed Al-Wekel
Lecturer of Language Fundamentals - Faculty of Arabic

Language in Itai Al-Baroud - Al-Azhar University

Email MohmmedAlwekel.2034@azhar. edu.eg

Abstract

Linguistic criticism is an aspect of the Arabs' care for
their language, and a means of preserving its integrity and
purity, as the Arabs in their jahiliyyah spoke in sweet Arabic,
but when the area of the Islamic state expanded and non-
Arabs entered the religion of Islam, the language began to
leak into the tongues until it reached the Holy Quran, which
made scholars jealous of the language to collect, classify,
strengthen and weaken them, clarify the flaws, and highlight
the missteps.

Al-Damiri had a share of this correction in his book The
Life of the Great Animal, as he was keen to preserve the
integrity of the language from deviation and error in
expression, and to guide and indicate the correct usage and
style, and this made the book worthy of research and study,
and the study of linguistic criticism for a late scientist like
Al-Damiri is not a study of his book only, but a study of all
the works he benefited from, which are very numerous. This
study resulted in a number of findings, including: Many of
the critical judgments made Dby scholars need to be
reconsidered. The term “common language” is one of the
most misleading terms, as the scholar may use it and not
intend for it to mean lack of eloquence. The scholars do not
have a precise criterion for criticism that can be used to
judge the issue of correction or misinterpretation, as the
same word has multiple critical judgments
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The research concluded with a set of results, including
that Al-Damiri was interested in phonetic and semantic
corrections to indicate the correctness of the scientific
material presented to him - as is the custom of great scholars
- so that the reader does not fall into error or confusion
when referring to his book, and that some of the points
mentioned by Al-Damiri needed a novel to settle them, as in
the word (musk mouse), which the research proved that it is
said with both humming and tasheel, without favoring one
language over the other.

Keywords: Linguistic, phonetic, semantic, linguistic
criticism - Al-Damiri's Great Animal Life.
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