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Modern Readings of the Sunnah and the Seerah of the Prophet £

Manal Mustafa Mahmoud Abdel Majeed

Department of Hadith and Islamic Sciences« Faculty of Islamic and Arabic
Studies for Girls¢ Al-Qalyubia< Al-Azhar University« Egypt

Email: manalabdalmaged14@gmail. com

Abstract:

Modernity is an intellectual state aimed at surpassing and critiquing inherited

traditions« seeking liberation from their constraints based on contemporary

intellectual outputs that prioritize reason and the human nature of texts.

Modern readings of the divine revelation« both the Qur'an and the Sunnah:¢

draw on contemporary Western experiences and modern realities« utilizing

methods that deviate from fixed principles. These methods include

historicism¢« humanization< and hermeneutics¢ alongside linguistic theories

such as deconstructionism« semiotics¢ and structuralism.

One prominent feature of modern readings is the skepticism towards the

Sunnahe« elevating reason to a position of authority over it< equating it with

other forms of discourse in terms of reasoning« and leading to interpretive

chaos.

The key findings of this research include:

e Modernist approaches are tools for marginalizing the text« rejecting its
sanctity« and replacing it with reason.

e The Sunnah of the Prophet ¥ is valid for all times and is not limited by
the era in which it was revealed.

e The scholars of Hadith have a well-established critical methodology
rooted in Islamic consciousness.

e The correct understanding of the Sunnah must be grounded in the
principles of Islamic law and language.

Keywords: Readings< Westernization« Modernity< Humanization.
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