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Dr. Ahmed Zaki Abu Shadi and the Critique of
Atheistic Thought: A Critical Study of the Article:
"Why I Am a Believer?" in Response to the Article
"Why I Am an Atheist?"’
Nagfa El-Sayed El-Shenhab Ayta
Assistant Professor of Literature and Criticism, Faculty
of Islamic and Arabic Studies for Girls in Mansoura, Al-
Azhar University
Email: Nagfa Eita712.el@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract

This research elucidates the Islamic perspective and the
prominent role of Dr. Ahmed Zaki Abu Shadi in confronting
the misleading atheistic thought that emerged in the 1930s
within the intellectual framework of Dr. Ismail Adham. Dr.
Adham, influenced by Darwin's theory and Marxist thought,
displayed prejudice against Islam and the doctrine of
divinity. In response to Dr. Ahmed Zaki’s lecture entitled
“The Doctrine of Divinity,” Adham wrote an article titled
“Why | Am an Atheist,” prompting Dr. Ahmed Zaki to reply
with his own article, “Why | Am a Believer? “ critically
analyzing Dr. Adham's claim that everything in existence is
attributable to the law of "probability.” Dr. Abu Shadi
argued that neither the Western thinkers cited by Ismail
Adham had asserted such a notion, nor had Dr. Adham
provided a reasonable explanation for an existence based
solely on probabilities, devoid of causality and a First
Cause.

The study is structured into an introduction, a preface,
two main sections, a conclusion, and two indexes.

The introduction addresses the significance of the topic,
the reasons for undertaking this study, the research plan, the
methodology employed, and a review of previous studies.
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The Preface provides an introduction to the two writers,
defines the concept of atheism, and explores its causes.

The first section focuses on the artistic structure of the
two articles under study — their titles, introductions, body
content, and conclusions.

The second section, titled “A Critical Analysis of the
Two Articles,” highlights the most prominent artistic
features.

The conclusion summarizes the key findings, followed by
an index of sources and references, and another index of
topics.

Keywords: Dr. Ahmed Zaki, critique of atheistic thought,
critical study, Why | Am a Believer, Why | Am an Atheist
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