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Comparative RhetoricCountering Cultural Invasion and
Preserving Identity
Shehata Abdel Razek Abu Shusha
Department of Rhetoric and Criticism, Faculty of Islamic and
Arabic Studies for Girls, Alexandria, Al-Azhar University
Email: Shehata.Abdelrazek@azhar.edu.eg
Abstract:

In this study, I address the subject of comparative rhetoric
with foundations and criticism, stating that it is concerned with
studying the Arabic rhetorical theory or one of its chapters or one
of its methods and comparing it with ancient or modern Western
theories, or comparing an Arabic text with a foreign text that
agrees with it on the general subject, and that these comparisons
are characterized by the general standards that the study will
exert its effort to write, with the aim of determining the aspects
of agreement or difference between them, and what can be
benefited from in advancing the contemporary rhetorical study,
and what is categorically rejected due to the conflict and clash
between it and our heritage. Pointing out what the culture of the
nation in general and the Arab Islamic rhetorical culture in
particular were exposed to, to insinuation and innuendo, then
injustice and oppression by accusing it sometimes of deficiency,
and sometimes of stagnation, until the matter reached accusing it
of death, and there remains no duty towards it except to pray over
it four times, then carry it to its grave from which there is no
return or exit, and replace it with other theories stemming from
an environment other than ours, and rhetoric originating in a
culture other than ours, and I have not seen a people who possess
gold and replace it with clay mixed with stagnant water. The
result was that studies piled up in which efforts were made, and
money was paid for, and they only presented hybrid studies, and
cut-off and forbidden research, which increased the weakness
and humiliation of the Arab and Islamic mind, and if these times
and those funds were spent on heritage studies that reveal what
was hidden in the first studies that established the sciences of
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rhetoric, and detailing its entirety, and searching for its secrets, it
would have provided good to the nation, and their pages would
be filled with reward. My study began with addressing the
concept of intellectual and cultural invasion, its weapons,
methods, and institutions, due to its close connection to the
subject of the study and because it is an indispensable
introduction in the context of the research. Then, I built my study
on an introduction and Two topics: Section One: Rhetoric and
Intellectual and Cultural Invasion. Section Two: Comparative
Rhetoric: Theory and Application. Then a conclusion with the
most important fruits and results of this study, and a list of
sources and references.

Keywords: Comparative rhetoric - vision - originality - and

criticism
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