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The Defect in Clarification of Meanings in the Poem
"To Mr.Mohammad Ghazaly' by Mohammad Makky
(d. 1985): A Critical Rhetorical Study

Ghadah Mohammad Abdelmohaymen

Department of Rhetoric and Criticism, Faculty of Islamic
and Arabic Studies - Girls, Al-Azhar University, Cairo,
Egypt

Email: Ghadah.Abdelmohaymen@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract:

The early attempts at criticism, based on sound linguistic
instinct and good taste, had a significant impact on
establishing the science of rhetoric and establishing its rules.
They also had an impact on preserving the integrity of the
language, protecting it from decline, correcting the errors of
writers, and improving their language. Despite this
importance of criticism in literary and rhetorical studies, one
striking phenomenon—especially in current university
dissertations—is the focus of researchers on defending the
writer whose literary output they are studying, and
attempting to justify their errors should they occur. This was
the initial motivation for me to choose the topic of
misinterpretation of meaning to research, until I came across
Muhammad Ali Makki's poem (To Professor Muhammad
Ghazali), which he recited on the occasion of his retirement.
I found in it many forms of misinterpretation of meanings
and their causes, and hardly any verse in the poem was
spared. However, a researcher addressed it in her master's
thesis, without criticizing any of it or alluding to the source
of the misinterpretation. Therefore, I chose this poem to take
an applied approach to the study, with the aim of studying
the available forms of misinterpretation of meanings and
presenting their causes in an applied manner that helps in
developing a sound linguistic taste and helps in avoiding the
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repetition of errors and causes of misinterpretation. The
research was titled (Misinterpretation of Meanings in the
Poem (To Professor Muhammad Ghazali) by Muhammad
Makki (d. 1985 AD) A Critical Rhetorical Study), and it
combined the methods of induction and deduction. Among
the research findings:- Muhammad Makki's attempt to
imitate previous poets, without being aware of the
requirements of the context, had a strong impact on the shift
of many meanings from praise to blame.- The contrived use
of rhetoric in the poem disrupted the intended meanings.-
The poem often focused on establishing meter and
preserving the rhyme, even if this compromised the intended
meaning.- The meanings of some vocabulary words, their
usage, and their derivation were clearly absent from the
speaker's understanding, making arriving at the intended
meaning reliant on guesswork.

Keywords: Improper clarification - Meanings -
Muhammad Ali Makki - Rhetoric — Criticism.
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