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Classification of Sciences in Kitab Jawami ‘al- ‘ulim

of Ibn Farighun :An Analytical Study
Reda Saeed Mokbel
Assistant Professor of Library and Information Science - Al-
Azhar University
E-mail: redamogbel.lan@azhar.edu.eg
Abstract

The aim of this study is to present and highlight the aspects of
Ibn Fariguin, classification of the sciences as given in his Book
Jawamie al-Ulum which, is believed, was written in the fourth
century AH. Ibn Farighun an obscure yet intellectually
significant scholar, who identified himself as a student of Abii
Zayd al-Balkhi. He formulated an integrative approach to
classification of sciences which divides sciences into two main
articles;, The first article focuses on functional sciences that
qualify the a scribe to carry out his duties: linguistics, arithmetic,
and the etiquette of writing, in addition to the sciences of ethics
and religion, The second article expanded to include political
sciences, theoretical and rational sciences, and metaphysical
sciences.

To achieve the study’s objectives, the research employed
descriptive-analytical, historical, and comparative approaches.
One of The most important findings reached by the study is that:
Ibn Frighun's classification is an integrated cognitive project
that departed from traditional models and presented a functional
and educational classification that suited to the state's need for
an effective administrative system and competent scribes. Ibn
Frighun wused, Treeing method (tashjir) to illustrate the
relationships between the various sciences. This approach
resembles what is known today as mind maps, making the
Jawamie al-Ulum one of the oldest examples of mind maps in
Islamic heritage.

Key words:

Classification of Sciences; Muslim Scholars; Ibn Frighun,

Kitab Jawamie al-Ulum.
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