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Arbitration in Marital Disputes
Under the Saudi Personal Status Law

A Comparative Study
Abdullah Jumaan Ali Alghamdi
Department of Judicial Studies, College of Judicial Studies and
Regulations, Umm Al Qura University, Makkah, Kingdom of
Saudi Arabia.
E-mail: ajghamdi@uqu.edu.sa
Abstract:

The idea of this research was to highlight the arbitration
provisions in the Saudi Personal Status Law, one of the most
important judicial systems in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia, and
compare them with Islamic jurisprudence. It also sought to
explore the legal policy behind the regulations' choices.

The research initially defined the terms of the title
(arbitration, marital discord, and the Saudi Personal Status Law).
The following issues were then examined in the Personal Status
Law: (the ruling on the appointment of arbitrators, the authority
for their appointment and the requirement of their kinship, their
duties, their work when unable to reconcile, and the validity of
their statements before the judiciary). Its legal provisions were
then compared with Islamic jurisprudence.

Among the most important findings: The Personal Status
Law does not deviate from the established schools of thought of
jurists in its provisions, and the Saudi Law does not adhere to a
specific school of thought in its choices. The researcher
discovered the legal policy of the Law, which is based on
prioritizing the prevailing interest in its choices, since the
guardian's conduct toward his subjects is contingent upon the
latter's interests. Among the research's most prominent
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recommendations was the need to highlight the Saudi regulator's
choices in the personal status system, establish their foundations,
compare them to the schools of jurisprudence, and explore its
judicial policy in this regard.

Keywords: Personal Status Law, Arbitration, Marital
Discord.
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muhamad alfayuwmii almasrii, t almaktabat aleilmiat bibayruta,
bidun tabeat 'aw tarikhi.

* matalib 'uwli alnahaa fi sharh ghayat almuntahaa, limustafaa bin
saed alrahibani, t almaktab al'iislamii, t althaaniati, 1415h.

* muejam magayis allughat li'ahmad bin faris alraazi, t eabd
alsalam harun, t dar alfikri, 1399h.

» almighni, lilmuafaq abn qudamat almaqdisi, t maktabat algahirati,
bidun tabeati, 1388h.

« mafatih alghib, lifakhr aldiyn alraazi, t dar 'ithya' alturath
alearabii bibayruta, t althaalithati, 1420h.

 almuntaqaa sharh almuta, li'abi alwalid sulayman bin khalaf
albaji, t matbaeat alsaeadat bimasri, t al'uwlaa, 1332h.

 nizam al'iithbat alsueudii, alsaadir bialmarsum almalakii (m/43)
watarikh 26/5/1443h.

* nizam al'ahwal alshakhsiat alsaadir bialmarsum almalakii raqama:
(m/73) watarikhu: 6/8/1443h.

* alnuzum almustaedhab fi tafsir gharib ‘alfaz almuhadhab,
limuhamad bin bataal alrakbi, t du. mustafaa salim, t almaktabat
altijariat bimakati, 199 1m.

* nihayat almuhtaj 'ilaa sharh alminhaji, lishams aldiyn alramli, t
dar alfikr bibayrut, 1404h.
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