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The doctrinal dimensions of the principle of causality in modern
Islamic and Western thought"lmam Al-Ghazali, Nicolas
Malbranch, David Hume "Applied Models

Heba Allah Ali EX-Sayed Ahmed
Department of ‘Agidah and Philosophy — Faculty of Islamic and
Arabic Studies for Women in Cairo — Al-Azhar University — Egypt
Email: Hebat-AllahAhmed.57@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract:
This research serves as a bridge between authentic Islamic thought,
represented by the heritage of the Ash‘arT scholars and Imam al-Ghazali, and
modern philosophy, represented by leading philosophers of the modern era
such as Nicolas Malebranche and David Hume, in their rational treatment of
the issue of causation based on refuting the necessary relationship between
causes and effects. Imam al-Ghazali rejected natural causation on the premise
that the observable conjunction in existence between causes and effects is
merely a conjunction according to custom, not a necessary concomitance. For
him, observation indicates that an effect occurs, but does not indicate that it
occurs by that cause; the existence of something does not prove that it exists
by that cause.This same idea was formulated by Malebranche in his
philosophical concept of the"occasional cause "or"suitable cause, "which is
merely the occasion through which divine activity is manifested. For
Malebranche, these occasional causes do not impose a necessary connection
between things, but assert that the effect occurs upon the existence of the
cause, not by it. Thus, Malebranche did not only negate causation as al-Ghazali
did, but he did so using the same logic and arguments employed by al-Ghazali,
which is why he has been called the"Ghazali of Christianity.”David Hume
likewise agreed with the argument of the Imam in denying causation and
attributing all necessary conjunction between what is called a cause and what
is called an effect to custom alone, critiquing all proofs for logical necessity.
However, they differed in their aims and goals: whereas al-Ghazal1 affirmed
God’s unity in His actions and upheld miracles, Hume doubted and denied the
existence of God.The study concluded that, despite differences in the
underlying motives and doctrinal premises between the Imam of Islam and
Malebranche and Hume, their positions on causation were similar, indicating
that most modern philosophers have borrowed or transmitted Islamic thought.

Keywords: (Causation; Occasional Cause; al-Ghazali; Malebranche;
Hume).
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