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Divine Will and Command in the Ash'arite Conception
Saad Atiyah Saad Abdulsamad (Ghalmas

Department of Creed and Philosophy - Faculty of Islamic and
Arabic Studies for Boys, Desouk, Al - Azhar University, Egypt .

Email :-1619010224@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract :-

Theology is one of the most prominent fields in Islamic thought, as
scholars work to clarify the relationship between God's actions and human
actions. The Ash'arite school of thought has emerged by offering a balanced
perspective that combines preserving God's transcendence with affirming
human responsibility. The Ash'arites believe that will is an eternal, non-
existent attribute related to God Almighty and not linked to the changing
nature of temporal events. They view will as being linked to the attribute of
knowledge. Their majority agrees that will includes love, as they view will as
meaning contentment and love. In this sense, will, love, volition, contentment,
and choice are considered to express a single concept This research explores
the concepts of divine will and command in Ash'ari thought, shedding light on
the Ash'ari interpretation of these two concepts in the context of the
relationship between divine will and divine command. The study begins with
the explanation of the linguistic and terminological definitions of will and
command, followed by an in-depth analysis of the Ash'ari understanding of
these concepts, as well as a comparison with other interpretations in Islamic
theological and philosophical thought. The research also examines the
controversial issues between the Ash'aris and other Islamic schools of thought,
such as the Mu'tazila and philosophers, regarding these concepts. Furthermore,
it discusses the impact of the Ash'ari interpretation of divine will and
command on the issue of predestination and divine decree. The study
concludes by comparing Ash'ari thought with other theological and
philosophical schools, reflecting the diversity of opinions on divine will and
command, and providing a comprehensive perspective on this issue.

Keywords: Divine Will, Divine Command, Ash'arites, Islamic Theology,
Fate and Predestination, Islamic Philosophy, Mu'tazilite Thought, Islamic
Philosophy, Islamic Doctrine.
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