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Zawahir al-lahajat al-arabiyyah fi al-qgiraat al-quraniyyah fi
kitab al-Bahr al-Mubhit li Abi Hayyan al-Andalusi
Dirasah tahliliyyah fi daw al-dars al-sawti al-hadith

Ahmed Abdulrahman Semaine, Aboubakar Daoud Saleh
Department of Linguistics, University of Balla; Department of
Qur’anic Readings, King Faisal University, Chad.
Email: aasumain1973@gmail.com
Abstract:

Most Arabic and foreign sources, when addressing the
history of the Arabic language, tend not to highlight its early
stages but rather present it as a fully developed language. This
is due to various factors, among which are the lack of early
writing systems and the natural conditions that affected
cultural development in the Arabian Peninsula. By the time of
the emergence of Islam, the Arabic language had reached a
level of linguistic maturity unmatched by any other language of
its time. Classical Arabic was the result of the merging of
several widespread dialects across the Arabian Peninsula.
Sound, being the core of linguistic structure, played a major
role in the dialects of the Arabs. Cultural and environmental
factors had a significant impact on shaping the sounds of
words. Linguists have long paid great attention to this aspect
of language. They studied how sounds influence one another
and how such interactions affect the structure of language.
They also analyzed how geography, culture, lifestyle, and
civilization influence phonetics and linguistic form. Among
those concerned with the diversity of Arabic dialects in
Classical Arabic was Abu Hayyan, who discussed these issues
not only in his linguistic works but also in his Qur'anic
commentary. He often attributed linguistic phenomena to the
dialects of the Arab tribes who spoke them and to the Qur’anic
reciters who used them. This study, titled "Dialectal
Phenomena in al-Bahr al-Muhit by Abu Hayyan al-Andalusi: A
Phonetic Study of Qur’anic Readings in Light of Modern
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Linguistics", adopts a methodology that presents the phonetic
instances through Abu Hayyan's commentary and his
references to Arab dialects and Qur'anic readings based on
them. These instances are then analyzed from a modern
linguistic perspective.The study concluded that Qur’anic
readings incorporate the dialects of many Arab tribes,
reflected in the dialectal clusters referenced in the hadith of
the seven modes (al-ahruf al-sab‘ah). One of the key findings is
that Abu Hayyan gave great attention to these dialects in his
commentary, attributing readings to known sources while
leaving unresolved those that were ambiguous. This research
strives to analyze the phonetic cases using contemporary
linguistic analysis.

Keywords: Al-zawahir, Al-lahjah, Al-qiraat, Al-sawt, Al-lughah.
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