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The Critical Theory "Frankfurt School": Review and
Critique

Satima WNasser Bahkim

Department of Doctrine and Contemporary Doctrines, College of
Shari'ah and Fundamentals of Religion, King Khalid University -
Saudi Arabia .

Email: fnbhakim@jiau.edu.sa

Abstract:-

This research addresses critical theory, employing a descriptive-
analytical methodology to review its general concepts and analyze
its dimensions in promoting self-criticism and challenging
traditional values to confront intellectual and social dominance.
Critical theory, also known as the Frankfurt School, is a
philosophical intellectual movement established in 1923 in
Germany, aiming to critique and deconstruct dominant intellectual
and social systems. The study provides a definition of critical
theory, its general features, and its origins. It highlights the stages
of its development and the influences on it, such as the philosophies
of Kant, Hegel, and Marx, the psychoanalytic insights of Freud,
among others. The research focuses on the core features of the
Frankfurt School, such as its revolutionary critical nature, its
critique of reification and alienation, technical rationality,
oppression, and authoritarianism in advanced industrial societies.
The research also sheds light on prominent figures of the Frankfurt
School, including Max Horkheimer, Theodor Adorno, Herbert
Marcuse, Walter Benjamin, Erich Fromm, and Jiirgen Habermas.
The study concludes by presenting some of the strengths and
weaknesses of critical theory.

Keywords: Critical theory, Frankfurt School, objectification and
alienation, industrialized societies.
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