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"Sumerian Correspondence and Its Role in Documenting
Political and Social Life in Mesopotamia: An Analytical
Study in Light of Cuneiform Texts"

Abstract

Based on the idea that history cannot be written without
documentation, documents emerge as a primary source for recording
historical events. Correspondence is one of the finest human creations
used by ancient people for communication and knowledge exchange.
Through words and symbols, humans were able to transmit
experiences and knowledge, contributing to the accumulation of
human thought across generations. This study focuses on a specific
type of cuneiform document, namely Sumerian correspondence,
aiming to analyze some of its elements in terms of structure and
content.

This research seeks to highlight the importance of Sumerian
correspondence as a fundamental source for understanding the history
of Mesopotamia by studying cuneiform documents that reflect the
social, economic, and political interactions in Sumerian society. The
study also analyzes both official and unofficial correspondence,
whether between rulers or between members of society, showing how
correspondence served as an effective tool for documentation and
information exchange in various fields. The research provides a deep
understanding of Sumerian civilization by analyzing these
correspondences, allowing the researcher to track administrative
structures, commercial activities, and daily life in Sumer, in addition
to documenting social, cultural, and religious relationships during that
era.

Keywords: Sumerian correspondence, cuneiform documents, political
and economic history, Sumerian writing, social relationships.
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