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Methodologies of the Exegetes: A Foundational Study
Through the Introductions of Tafsir Works"

Dr-Aamed Raafat Imam Abdraboh

Department of Interpretation and Qur’anic Sciences - Faculty of
Religion and Da'wah in Menoufia - Al-Azhar University — Egypt .

Email: ahmedimam.adv@azhar.edu.ecg

Research Abstract

Tafsir (Qur'anic exegesis) is regarded as the greatest encyclopedias of
Islamic heritage, celebrated for its extensive knowledge and diverse
disciplines. These works encompass the sciences of the noble religion
and integrate the arts of the exalted Shari’ah, becoming a source of pride
for Islam and a mirror reflecting the eras. Among the most prominent
features of these encyclopedias are their introductions, crafted by their
authors with eloquent expressions to highlight the excellence of their
contributions. These introductions serve as luminous indicators of the
profound impact of their authors and the magnitude of their scholarly
achievements. This study addresses an essential aspect contained within
these introductions: the methodologies of the exegetes. It establishes the
main principles of this discipline, combining the authenticity of primary
sources with modern categorization, following the example of Tabagat
al-Mufassirin (biographical dictionaries of exegetes). The research
highlights the exegetes' precedence in this field, demonstrating how its
foundational pillars were perfected, its chapters aligned, and its elements
harmonized into a comprehensive and coherent discipline. Titled
""Methodologies of the Exegetes: A Foundational Study Through the
Introductions of Tafsir Works", the research is organized into an
introduction, a prelude, three main chapters, and a conclusion. The
structure is as follows: Introduction: The introduction includes:
Reasons for choosing the topic. Review of previous studies. Research
methodology. Research procedures. The study outline. Prelude :The
prelude provides definitions of the key terms in the research title, such
as Manhaj (methodology) and Tafsir (exegesis). Chapter One:
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Biographical Profiles of the Exegetes in Tafsir Introductions This
chapter addresses: The historical era of the author. The author's pursuit
of knowledge and academic achievements. The author's teachers and
chains of transmission (Asanid). The author's contributions to Tafsir
literature. The author's life and official positions. Chapter Two:
Features of the Exegetes’ Methodologies in Describing Tafsir Works
This chapter examines: The title of the book. A description of the book.
The author’s stated methodology in the work. The sources cited in the
book. The reasons behind the book’s authorship. The historical context
and timing of the book's composition. The intellectual orientations of the
exegetes based on various sciences. Chapter Three: Key Themes
Related to the Methodologies of Exegetes Highlighted in Tafsir
Introductions This chapter explores: The virtue of the science of Tafsir
and commendation of the exegetes. The qualifications and tools required
for an exegete. The distinction between Tafsir and Ta’wil
(interpretation) and the various types of Tafsir. The classification of
exegetes into categories. The most renowned works of Tafsir.
Conclusion The conclusion includes: The most significant findings of
the research. Recommendations for further study. A bibliography of
sources and references. A table of contents. This study emphasizes the
importance of examining the introductions of Tafsir works as a key to
understanding the methodologies of exegetes. It advocates for
conducting comparative studies between the methodologies of early and
contemporary exegetes, while expanding research to include lesser-
studied Tafsir works.

Key words :- Methodologies - The Exegetes — Study - Through - The
Introductions of Tafsir Works.
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