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The Role of Social Studies Curricula in Raising Awareness of the
Risks of the Afrocentric Movement
Abstract:
In light of the recent noticeable growth of transnational ideological
movements in the intellectual and cultural arena, many of these movements
aim to reshape historical and cultural perceptions among people. At the
forefront of these ideological movements is the Afrocentric movement, which
strives to restore the dignity of African identities marginalized during and
after the colonial era.
Despite the seemingly noble goal of this movement to reclaim
cultural dignity for Africans and counter Western superiority narratives, the
Afrocentric movement has several controversial propositions. Notably, it
attributes the achievements of major civilizations, particularly ancient
Egyptian civilization, to sub-Saharan African origins, thereby overlooking
established archaeological, historical, linguistic, and genetic evidence that
underscores the uniqueness and distinctiveness of Egyptian civilization. This
civilization is geographically and culturally linked not only to Africa but also
to the Mediterranean and the Near East.
Given the above, it is imperative for the Egyptian state, through all its
institutions and soft power tools, to address the risks posed by such
movements that target Egyptian identity, especially its unique cultural
identity that has influenced the entire world.
While all state institutions are concerned with this matter, educational
systems, particularly curricula, should be the primary and effective tool in
fostering the necessary awareness to counter such ideological movements.
Social studies curricula should be at the forefront, as they primarily aim to
instill national values, pride in cultural heritage, and foster a sense of
belonging. They also play a crucial role in correcting historical
misconceptions.
Therefore, the importance of this research lies in exploring the role of
social studies curricula in Egypt in raising awareness of the risks of the
Afrocentric movement and addressing the threats it poses to Egyptian cultural
identity. The research aims to identify the shortcomings of social studies
curricula in countering the risks of this movement and similar future
ideological movements, and to provide a developmental vision that enables
these curricula to effectively perform their awareness-raising role in light of
current intellectual changes.
Keywords:

Afrocentric Movement- Social Studies - Cultural Identity
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