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Abstract:
This research paper approaches the significant role and efforts
made by some Ptolemaic kings to obtain their needs for African
elephants and the main reason for their pursuit of them. It also

aims to clarify the challenges faced by the Ptolemaic kings and
the substantial costs they spent, from wages for hundreds of men
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sent to hunt them, to building specialized ships to transport these
animals, to constructing bases, ports, stations, and cities, to
bringing trainers to tame and train them, and to train other trainers.
It also includes using them in the most important battles and
celebrations. And their depiction on various coins.

Keywords: War elephants, The Indian elephants, The African
elephants, The Ptolemaic kings, The Syrian wars, Wild African
elephants hunting, taming, and training trips.
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Scullard, H. H. (1974). The Elephant in the Greek and Roman
World, London: Thames and Hudson.
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Gowers, W. (1947). The African Elephant in Warfare. African
Affairs, 46(182), 42-49.
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,(1948) African Elephants and Ancient Authors.
African Affairs, 47(188), 173—-180 .
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(1) Diod.Sic.XV1.91.2; XVIL.17.3-4, 7.
Se 69 52 Ll dke e dady (ol Bt o Lo o AL 03T 8] 3 o sl

Avery, C. B & Johnson, J. (1962). The New Century Classical
Handbook. Minnesota: Appleton-Century-Crofts.p.490.

(2) Arr.Anab.III.11.6.
(3) Ibid.IV.22.3-4; V.3.5-6;Curt.VIL.10-13.
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Arr.Anab.I1V.22.6.

(4) Arr. Anab. IV. 27.9;30.5-9; Diod.Sic.XVII.86.2-3.
(el (Bsliazal 158 15 15187 - AGGAKNVOT STl 2] s ,aayl ol il s ol

‘V’gfp\; e Q)“‘"‘j O 84 L;J'; L;j‘:“‘b ‘W‘j j)au T.b} —)7\.} 30} BL.'Z«M} QL.»J,AS\ o J\J&T UNT) L;; J?-SU

S e g e e sl
Arr.Anab.IV.22-25.

(5) Arr.Anab.V.8.2;Cf.Curt.VIII.12.11;13.4-6;Scullard,H.H.(1974).The
Elephant in the Greek and Roman World, London: Thames and Hudson.
pp.66-67.

(6) Arr.Anab.8.3-4;9.1;15.4-7;16.2.

(7) Curt.VIII.13.1-14;14.24;Diod.Sic. X VII.88;Arr.Anab.V.17.3;18;
Scullard ,H .H.(1974).pp.70-71; Starnaman, C. D.(1990). Alexander, Porus,
and the Battle of the Hydaspes MA diss. Michigan State University.pp.104-
107.

(8) Diod.Sic.XVIIL.89.1-3.

(9) 1bid.93.2; Curt.IX.2.1.3; Cf.Plut.Alex.62.3.

(10) Arr.Anab.V.29.5; VI.2.2.

(1110- 2128) fe palt dseill domglt Jgull (351 (2735 4652) aig ;U1 domld dmght L3l 31



2025 gylgy 121 suell . 75 slaall. iy pilon il iealy sgleBliyl2. ilea J

(11) Curt.VIIL.12.15. Naiden, F. S.(2019). Soldier, Priest, and God: A Life
of Alexander the Great. Oxford: Oxford University Press.p.195.
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Dahmen, K.(2007).The legend of Alexander the Great on Greek and
Roman coins. London: Routledge. pp.6-8.

(12) Nossov.K &Dennis.P, (2008).War Elephants. Oxford: Osprey
Publishing Ltd.p.19; Ascl. IX.

Appal) £33 5 Al (gl el J) S St o e (1999) sl ¢ iban (13)
30-28 » -

(14) Diod.Sic.XVIIIL.2.1-4;Plut.Eum.3;Errington,R.M.(1970).From
Babylon to Triparadeisos: 323-320 B.C. The Journal of Hellenic Studies,
90, 49-77.

(15) Bugh,G.R.(2006)."Hellenistic ~ Military Developments” in A
companion to the Hellenistic world. Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press.P.277 ;Tarn, W. W. (1930), Hellenistic military <& naval
developments .Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.pp.92-93,95;
Kistler, J. M. (2007). War elephants. Lincoln: University of Nebraska
Press.pp.43,60; Bennett, B., & Roberts, M. (2008).7he Wars of Alexander's
Successors, 323-281 BC: Commanders & campaigns (Vol. 1).Barnsley:
Pen & Sword Military. p.132.
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g0mke 0¢ Léhevkog 0 Nikdtmp ZavopokoTt®, cuvhEnevog Emtyapioy
Kol AvTIAP OV EAEQPAVTOC TEVTAKOGIOG. .

Strabo.XV.2.9.
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(16) Diod.Sic. X VIII.14.1;19.-21;Curt.IV.8.4;Arr.Anab.II1.5.3-5.
(17) Diod.Sic.XVIIL.33.1-36.7 ft; Scullard, H. H. (1974).pp.80-81.
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Diod.Sic.XVIIL.3.5; 26.1-2; 28.2; Paus.1.6.3; Strabo.XVII.1.8.
il "0 8321 & as Jo A0 e Je il
Diod.Sic.XVIII.33-36ff.

(18) Diod.Sic.XI1X.84.1, 3-4.
(19)Ibid.83.2-3; Devine, A. M.(1984).Diodorus’ Account of The Battle of
Gaza”. Acta Classica, 27, 31-40.pp.31-34.
npoétalov 0 THG OTAcE®g TOVTNG TOVG Kopiloviag yapoxa
GECLONPOUEVOV KL OEOEREVOV AADOEDLY, OV TOPECKEVACAVTO TPOG TNV TAOV
& epdvimv Epodov: Tadévtoc yap TovTov pédiov nv elpyetv Ta Onpia thc &ig
tovumpocOev mopeiog.

(20) Diod.Sic.XIX.84.1,3-4.
(21) Kistler, J. M. (2007).p.59.
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skl (3.7 Uolay L)elll o Gollar e a1 )l Loy ((BUH) slsald 3365 o3 30my 15T /5T L
Arist.Hist.an.VIIIL.9.

(22) Lorber, C. C.(2018).Coins of the Ptolemaic Empire:Ptolemy [
through Ptolemy IV Vol.1:Precious Metal. The American Numismatic
Society. New York. pp.25-29.

(23) Diod.Sic. XX.113.1-3; XVIIL.43.1.
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Strabo.XVI1.2.21;Plin.N.H .V.7;Sarter, M.(1988) .La Syrie Creuse N,
existe Pas, Geographie Historique Au Proche-Orient, Paris.p.32.

(24) Plut.Demetr. XXXII.1-2.

(25)Diod.Sic.XX.106;113.1-3;XVIIL.43;Tarn,W.W.,(1954). The struggle
of Egypt against Syria and Macedonia, in C.4.H., Vol. VILpp.700-1.

(26) Agatharchides frg.85;Diod.Sic.3.36.3;Burstein, S.,(2008). Elephants
for Ptolemy II: Ptolemaic Policy in Nubia in the Third Century BC, Leiden :
Brill.pp.140-141; Scullard. H. H, (1974),p.124.

(27)Bevan, E. R,(1927).4 History of Egypt under the Ptolemaic Dynasty,
London: Routledge.p.175.

(28) Casson, L. (1993). Ptolemy II and the Hunting of African Elephants.
Transactions of the American Philological Association 123,247-260;
Burstein, S. M. (1996). Ivory and Ptolemaic Exploration of the Red Sea.
The Missing Factor. Topoi, 6, 2, 799-807.

(29) Strabo. XVLIV.5;Fraser,P. M. (1972). Ptolemaic Alexandria. Oxford:
Clarendon Press p.176;Cary, M., & Warmington, E. H. (1929). The Ancient
Explorers. London: Methuen & Co. LTD. p.67.
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“Elephantos fert Africa ultra Syrticas sohtudines et in
Mauretania, ferunt Aethiopes et Trogodytae”.

Plin. HN.VIIL.11.1.
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Murray, G.W., & Warmington, E. H. (1967). Trogodytica: The Red
Sea Littoral in Ptolemaic Times. The Geographical Journal, 133(1), 24-33.

(30) Strabo. XVLIV.5.(769); Scullard.H.H.(1974).p.126.

...,mOMv gtvon DLotépav and tiig 4deAefc Tod Sevtépov IMtolepaiov
pocayopevdeicay, ZotOpov Ktiopa Tod Tep@OEVTog £l TV dlepevVN oLV
TG T®V Elepavtov ONpag kol ¢ TpoyAodvTikiig,. ..

Strabo. XVLIV.S.
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Strabo. FGrH 670 F 2;Cary, M., &Warmington, E. H. (1929), p.67;
Fraser, P. M. (1972), p .176.

(31) Strabo. XVIL.IV.4,7; Plin. HN.IL.75.

“...,ued fiv 1 Mrokepais mpog Ti) OMpe TOV Ehe@avTov, KTicUO
Evpndovg tod mep@Bévrog ént v Ofpav vro Prradérigov,...”

Strabo. XVI.IV.4,7.
(32) Naville, E. H. (1903). Egypt exploration fund: The store-city of
Pithom and the route of the exodus. London: Trubner & Co.p.21.
(33) Burstein, S., (2008), pp.142-143.
(34) Strabo. X VIL.IV.4.5(769).
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46 o Syl danl) Qb danwde (WLl aylad) ST —agledl—ag 4
(35) Strabo.XV1.4.8-10(770-3); Fraser, P. M. (1972),p.178.

(36) Casson, L. (1993), pp.247-260.
(37) Arr.Ind.13;Strabo.XV.1.42.see also: Ael. NA.IX.8.
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“capiuntur autem in india unum ex domitis agente rectore, qui

deprehensum solitarium abactumve a grege verberet ferum: quo fatigato
transcendit in eum nec secus ac priorem regit”.

Plin.HN.VIILS.
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Strabo.XV.1.4.

(38) Plin.HN.VIIL.25.
“ante domitandi gratia reges equitatu cogebant in convallem manu
factam et longo tractu fallacem,cuius inclusos ripis fossisque fame
domabant: argumentum erat ramus homine porrigente clementer acceptus”.

Ibid. VIIL.25.
G JY deo (3 odm e Al Sl o W1 esealled ves ol Baslos (s L) @ JWY) sblo puz "
5 Leds Jpad) ol o JY) U5 s gLl e cpsboall esdsdd G Lodioy cogll o 2 Wlusy| o
S lgd) b e 8 Blie (Bl Laf lgpi ) WBL 1B L d 0ol (3 3% 4 GLA A3

Scullard, H.H.(1974).pp.130-131.
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Plin.HN.VIILS.
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(39)Bevan, E, (1927) .p.175.
(40) Ael. NA.X.17.
g€odyovtot 6& ¢ TaG vadg Sl YeQUPOS, Top  EKATEPU AVTHC KAGSWV
TEOMAOTOV Kol KOUDOVTOV TNYVOUEVOV Kol BAANG DANG YAmPAS SLoGEIONEVNG
£G amayv @V Onpiov: &l yap TodTo 0pdEV 01 ELEQUVTES, £TL KO TOTE 010 TG
vii¢ i€var Sokodoty, ovdE Emtpénet TadTo Opachal TV BGratToy.

Ibid. X.17.

(41)Bevan, E,(1927).p.175.
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el

Bevan,E,(1927).pp.175-176.
(42) P. Petr.I1 20 Col. iv; Casson, L.(1993).A Petrie Papyrus and the Battle
of Raphia. The Bulletin of the American Society of Papyrologists, 30(3/4),
87-92.
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Casson, L. (1993),pp.247-260.

(43) Kistler, J.M. (2007), p.70.

(44) Burstein, S., (2008), pp.143-144.

(45) Diod.Sic.I11.40.3.

(46) P.Petr.11.40; Hubbell, H. M. (1935). Ptolemy’s Zoo. The Classical

Journal, 31(2), 68-76.
(47) Kistler, J.M. (2007).p.70.
(48) Plin.HN. VL58; Ael.NA.XI1.25; Casson, L. (1993), pp.247-260.
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Scullard.H.H (1974), p.13.
(49) P.Eleph.28; Burstein, S., (2008),p.143.
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P.Eleph.28.

(50) Casson, L. (1993), pp.247-260.

(51) Fraser, P. M. (1972), p.178.

(52) Apud Porphyry, FGrHist 260 F42; App, Foreign wars, Praef.1.10;

Burstein, S., (2008), pp.143-144.

(53) Polyb.V.79.2, 82.7.
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0 yap devtepoc Itorepaioc, mepi e TV TOV EAe@AVTOV Kuviyiay
grioTiun0eig kol 1olg Tag mapadodovg OMpag TOV dAKILOTATOV (DOV
TOLOVUEVOLG HEYAAOG ATOVEU®Y dMPEAS, TOAAN OE YPNUATO SATOVIOAG E1G
TavTV TV Embovpiov, EAEQPAVTAS TE GVYVOVS TOAENULOTAS TEPIEMOU|CATO
Kol TOV GAAoV (Oov afempntoug kol mopadd&ovg euoelg €moinoev €ig
yv@ov MOtV Toig "EAlnot. Diod.Sic.I11.36.3.

(54) Burstein, S.,(2008),p.144.
(55) Lorber, C. C.(2018),p.111.
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(56) Hubbell, H. M. (1935), pp. 68-76; Fischer-Bovet, C.(2014). Army
and society in Ptolemaic Egypt. Cambridge: Cambridge University Press
p.55.
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297-324 (19

(57) Rice, E. E. (1983),The grand procession of Ptolemy Philadelphus.
Oxford: Oxford University Press. p.2; Fischer-Bovet, C.(2014).p.55.
(58) Ath.V.200D-200F.
petd 6& ToVToVG EAePAVTOV dppoata Aeeidn eikoot TétTapa.
Ibid.200F.
(59) Ibid.202A
kol émi maow ALeEAvopov, O¢ €¢° ApraTog ELEQAVTOV AANOIVDY
€EPETO Ypuoovg, Niknv kol AOnvav €€ Ekatépov HEPovg Exmv.

Ibid.202A.

(60) Scullard.H.H,(1974),p.125.

(61)Rice.E.E, (1983), pp.90-92;cf.Bar-Kochva,B.(1976),p.79.

(62) OGIS 54; Austin, M,M.(2006). The Hellenistic world from Alexander
to the Roman conquest: A selection of ancient sources in translation.
Cambridge: Cambridge University Press.p.466 (268) lines.1-14; Bagnall,
R. S., & Derow, P. (2004). The Hellenistic Period: historical sources in
translation. Malden: Blackwell publishing. pp.51-53.

g€eotpatevoey eig TV Aciav petd duvapemg melik@v Kol iy Kol
vouTikod 6tOAov kol ehepdvtav Tpoylodvtik®dv kai Aibomkdv, odg 6 1€
TaTNP o0TOD Kol a0TOG TPMTOG €K TAOV YWpAdV ToLTOV £0Mpegvcav kol
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