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The main purposes of similarity are to indicate that the mentioned thing,
expressed with the wording of another, has taken the form of the other.
Furthermore, similarity does not contradict metaphors but instead
complements them; mentioning a thing with the wording of another means
that the term is used in a metaphorical sense, since a word in eloquent and
acceptable language can be either used literally or metaphorically. Some
scholars of interpretation and rhetoric refer to similarity by names such as:
duality, pairing, opposition, alignment, and the pun of resemblance and
pairing. The difference between similarity and perfect pun is that in the
latter, two words agree in sound but differ in meaning due to verbal
commonality, while in similarity, two words agree in sound but differ in
meaning both literally and metaphorically. Some consider it a type of pun
(pun of pairing) since it consists of two words that are identical in sound
and differ in meaning.

Some scholars have mentioned that parallelism is an artistic rhetorical
enhancement of a moral nature, while pun is a verbal enhancement. |
believe that both are verbal and moral enhancements, as their beauty
arises from the unity of the wording and the diversity of meanings.
Moreover, some have classified parallelism as a type of pun, so there is no
need to categorize one as a verbal enhancement and the other as a moral
one. It is not considered parallelism if both words are used literally,
metaphorically, or have the same meaning.

Keywords: parallelism — pairing — duality — reward — pun.
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Research summary

On the instances of similarity in the Noble Qur'an: A
Interpretive Study

Dr: Mohamed Hassan Adel Abdel Qader

Department of Principles of Religion, Faculty of Islamic

and Arabic Studies for Boys in Cairo, Al-Azhar University,

Egypt.
Email: mohamedabdelelkader@azhar.edu.eg

Abstract:

This research addresses the topic of similarity in the Holy Quran through
an interpretive study. It begins with defining similarity, explaining its place in
rhetoric, differentiating it from pun, and exploring its relationship with
figurative language. The study then examines the instances of similarity in
the Holy Quran documented by scholars, as well as clarifying that there are
cases that may be mistakenly thought to be similarity, but are not. The
research concludes that similarity is defined as 'mentioning something with
the word of another due to its being in companionship.' It can also be
defined as 'mentioning something with the word of another occurring in
companionship' by substituting the term 'due to its being' with 'occurring',
because the apparent meaning of the preposition (<) indicates causality. In
truth, the reason for mentioning a meaning with the word of another—
especially in the Holy Quran—is not the companionship, but rather that this
word is the most suitable to convey the meaning through metaphor. It
compares the similarity to the term presented with its real meaning. Thus,
similarity involves mentioning a word once with its real meaning and the

other with its figurative meaning in a single speech.
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Imam Abd al-Rahman ibn Abi Bakr, Jalal al-Din al-Suyuti (d.

1)) AH) - Dar al-Kutub al-l1imiyyah - Beirut - Edition: First -
yeAAH/yaar AD
yv- The Key to the Sciences by Imam Abu Yaqub

Yusuf bin Muhammad al-Sakaki (d. v+ AH) - Edited by: Naim
Zarzur - Dar Al-Kutub Al-lImiyyah - Beirut - Second Edition
yeovy AH/ yaavy AD

y¢- Talents of Al-Fattah in explaining the summary of Al-
Miftah by Imam Abu Al-Abbas Ahmad bin Muhammad bin
Muhammad bin Yaqub Al-Maghribi (d. yyyA AH) -
Investigation: Dr. Khalil Ibrahim Khalil - Published by Dar Al-
Kutub Al-lImiyyah

) o- Jokes on the Miracle of the Qur’an by Imam Abu al-Hasan
Ali bin Issa al-Rumani al-Mu’tazili (d. A ¢ AH) - Investigation:
Mr. Muhammad Khalaf Allah, Dr. Muhammad Zaghloul Salam -
Dar al-Maaref, Egypt - Edition: Third/ yav1 AD
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¢- Al-Dasouqi’s commentary on Mukhtasar al-Ma’ani by Sa’d
al-Din al-Taftazani (d. va¥ AH) (and Mukhtasar al-Sa’d is an
explanation of the summary of Miftah al-Ulum by Jalal al-Din
al-Qazwini (d. vya AH)) by Imam Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn
Arafa al-Dasouqi (d. vvv. AH) - Edited by: Abdul Hamid
Handawi - Al-Asriya Library - Beirut

o- Al-Siyalkuti’s commentary on the book “Al-Mutwal” by
Al-Taftazani by Imam Abdul-Hakim bin Shams Al-Din Al-
Siyalkuti (d. v - 1v AH) - Al-Ridha Publications - Zahedi - Amir
-Qom-»ys.¢ AH

1- The Treasury of Literature and the Ultimate Goal of the
Imam Tagi al-Din Abu Bakr Ali bin Abdullah al-Hamawi al-
Azrari (d. Avv AH) - Edited by: Issam Shaito - Dar and Library
of Al-Hilal - Beirut - First Edition - yaay AD

v- Explanation of Al-Miftah by Imam Saad Al-Din Masoud
bin Omar Al-Taftazani (d. var AH) - Manuscript - Imam Ghazi
Endowment for Quranic Thought

A- The Bride of Joys in Explaining the Summary of the Key by
Sheikh Baha’ al-Din al-Subki (d. vvy AH) Edited by: Dr. Abdul
Hamid Handawi - Modern Library, Sidon - Beirut - First Edition
yeyvyAH/ ..y AD

1- The Science of Rhetoric by Professor Abdul Aziz Atiq (d.
yva1 AH) - Dar Al Nahda Al Arabiya for Printing, Publishing
and Distribution - Beirut- y¢+o AH/yaay AD

y «- The Common Proverb in the Literature of the Writer and
Poet by Imam Abu al-Fath Diya’ al-Din Nasrallah 1bn
Muhammad Ibn Muhammad Ibn Abd al-Karim al-Mawsili (d.
vy AH) - Investigation: Muhammad Muhyi al-Din Abd al-
Hamid - Al-Asriya Library - Beirut, ya4do

v Y- Institutes for the textual evidence of the summary of Imam
Abdul Rahim bin Abdul Rahman bin Ahmed, Abu Al-Fath Al-
Abbasi (d. a1y AH) - Al-Bahiyya Press - Egypt - ¥\ 1 AH
VY- The Arena of Peers in the Miracle of the Qur’an, also

E; called (The Miracle of the Qur’an and the Arena of Peers) by
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Ismail ibn Hammad al-Jawhari al-Farabi (d. vav AH) - Edited
by: Ahmad Abd al-Ghafur Attar - Dar al-1lm lil-Malayin - Beirut
- Fourth Edition y¢ v AH/yaay AD

v- Al-Zahir fi Maani Kalimat al-Nas by Imam Abu Bakr
Muhammad ibn al-Qasim al-Anbari (d. v ¥ A AH) - Edited by: Dr.
Hatem Saleh al-Damen - Al-Risala Foundation - Beirut - First
Edition-ysyy AH/yaay AD

¥- Al-Ain by Imam Al-Khalil bin Ahmed Al-Farahidi (d. v -
AH) - Dar and Library of Al-Hilal

¢- Linguistic Differences by Imam Abu Hilal Al-Hasan bin
Abdullah Al-Askari (d. vao AH) - Edited by: Muhammad
Ibrahim Salim - Dar Al-l1lm Wal Thagafa

o- Al-Muhkam and Al-Muhit Al-A’zam by Imam Abu Al-
Hassan Ali bin Ismail bin Sida Al-Mursi (d. ¢ oA AH) - Edited
by: Abdul Hamid Handawi - Dar Al-Kutub Al-limiyyah - Beirut
- First Edition ysyy AH/ Y.+« AD

1- The Standards of Language by Imam Abu al-Husayn
Ahmad ibn Faris al-Qazwini al-Razi (d. vao AH) - Edited by:
Abd al-Salam Muhammad Harun - Dar al-Fikr yyaa AH/yava
AD

Fifth: Books of rhetoric:

y- The longest explanation of the summary of the Key to the
Sciences by Imam Issam al-Din Ibrahim bin Muhammad bin
Arabshah al-Isfarayini (d. 10y AH) - Edited by: Abdul Hamid
Handawi - Dar al-Kutub al-lImiyyah - Beirut

v- Al-lIdah in the Sciences of Rhetoric by Imam Jalal al-Din
Abu Abdullah Muhammad bin Saad al-Din bin Omar al-Qazwini
(d. yra AH) - Dar lhya al-Ulum - Beirut - Fourth Edition ya4aA
AD

v- Badi’ Al-Quran Al-Majid by Imam Ibn Abi Al-Asba’ (d.
1o0¢ AH) - Presentation and investigation: Hafni Muhammad

Sharaf, Nahdet Misr edition
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v ¢- The Meanings and Syntax of the Qur’an by Imam Ibrahim
bin Al-Sari bin Sahl, Abu Ishaq Al-Zajjaj (d. ¥yy AH) - Edited
by: Abdul Jalil Abdo Shalabi - Alam Al-Kutub - Beirut - First
Edition y¢+A AH - YaAA AD

vo- Keys to the Unseen (The Great Interpretation) by Imam
Fakhr al-Din Abu Abdullah Muhammad ibn Umar al-Razi (d.
1+1 AH) - Dar Thya’ al-Turath al-Arabi - Beirut - Third Edition -
yeve AH

v1- The System of Pearls in the Consistency of Verses and
Surahs by Imam Burhan al-Din Abu al-Hasan Ibrahim bin Omar
al-Baqga’i - Edited by: Abdul Razzaq Ghaleb al-Mahdi - Dar al-
Kutub al-llmiyyah - Beirut- y¢yo AH/ Y140 AD

vv- Al-Nukat and Al-Uyun by Imam Abu Al-Hassan Ali bin
Muhammad Al-Basri Al-Baghdadi, known as Al-Mawardi (d.
¢ o+ AH) - Edited by: Al-Sayyid bin Abdul-Magsoud bin Abdul-
Rahim - Dar Al-Kutub Al-limiyyah - Beirut

vA- Al-Wajeez in the Interpretation of the Noble Book by
Imam Ali bin Ahmed bin Muhammad Al-Wahidi Al-Naysaburi
(d. ¢va AH) - Edited by: Safwan Adnan - Dar Al-Qalam, Dar
Al-Shamia - Damascus, Beirut - First Edition - y ¢y o AH

Third: Hadith books and their commentaries:

y- The Compendium of the Authentic, Concise, and Concise
Hadiths of the Affairs, Sunnahs, and Days of the Messenger of
God - may God bless him and grant him peace - (Sahih al-
Bukhari) by Imam Abu Abdullah Muhammad ibn Ismail al-
Bukhari (d. ¥y o1 AH) - Dar al-Shaab - Cairo - First Edition ya Ay
AD

v- The concise authentic chain of transmission of the just from
the just to the Messenger of God - may God bless him and grant
him peace - (Sahih Muslim) by Imam Abu al-Husayn Muslim
bin al-Hajjaj al-Qushayri al-Naysaburi (d. ¥ 1\ AH) - Dar al-Jeel
- Beirut-ysvy AH/ vy AD

Fourth: Language Books:

y- Taj al-Lugha wa-Sahih al-Arabiyya (The Crown of
Language and the Correct Arabic Texts) by Imam Abu Nasr
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Naysaburi (d. »o+ AH) - Edited by: Sheikh Zakaria Umayrat -
Dar al-Kutub al-1Imiyyah - Beirut - First Edition y ¢y 1 AH

yv- Fath al-Qadir, which combines the two arts of narration
and knowledge from the science of interpretation, by Imam
Muhammad ibn Ali al-Shawkani (d. y yo - AH) - Dar Ibn Kathir,
Dar al-Kalim al-Tayyib - Damascus, Beirut - First Edition ¢ ¢
AH

yA- Futuhat al-Ghayb fi al-Kashf ‘an Mask al-Rayb (al-
Tayyibi’s Commentary on al-Kashaf) by Imam Sharaf al-Din al-
Husayn ibn Abdullah al-Tayyibi (d. v¢v AH) - Academic
Department: Dr. Jamil Bani Atta - Dubai International Holy
Quran Award - Edition: First-ysy¢ AH/ y-\yv AD

y4- Al-Kashaf on the Realities of Revelation and the Sources
of Sayings on the Faces of Interpretation by Imam Abu al-Qasim
Jar Allah Mahmoud bin Omar al-Zamakhshari (d. o¥A AH) -
Dar al-Kitab al-Arabi - Beirut- yv¢ . v AH

v+«- The Beauties of Interpretation by Imam Jamal al-Din
Muhammad bin Muhammad Saeed al-Qasimi (d. yvvy AH) -
Edited by: Muhammad Basil - Dar al-Kutub al-1imiyyah - Beirut
- First Edition y ¢y A AH

vy- The Concise Editor in the Interpretation of the Noble
Book by Imam Abdul Haq bin Ghalib bin Atiyah Al-Andalusi
(d. o <Y AH) - Edited by: Abdul Salam Abdul Shafi Muhammad
- Dar Al-Kutub Al-lImiyyah - Beirut - First Edition y ¢ vy AH

v v- Madarik al-Tanzil wa Haqa’iq al-Ta’wil by Imam Abu al-
Barakat Abdullah bin Ahmad al-Nasafi (d. vy« AH) - Edited by:
Youssef Ali Badawi - Reviewed and introduced by: Muhyi al-
Din Deeb Musto - Dar al-Kalim al-Tayyib, Beirut - First Edition
yeya AH-vYya94 AD

v - Signs of Revelation in the Interpretation of the Qur’an by
Imam Al-Hussein bin Masoud Al-Baghawi (d. -\ 1 AH) - Edited
by: Abdul Razzaq Al-Mahdi - Dar Thya’ Al-Turath Al-Arabi -

Beirut - First Edition y sy AH
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Yasser bin Ibrahim and Ghanim bin Abbas bin Ghanim - Dar

al-Watan - Riyadh - y¢yA AH/yaav AD
1- Interpretation of the Qur’an (which is an abbreviation of Al-

Mawardi’s interpretation) by Imam Abu Muhammad Izz al-Din

Abd al-Aziz ibn Abd al-Salam al-Salami al-Dimashaqi,

nicknamed Sultan al-Ulama (d. 11+ AH) - Edited by: Dr.

Abdullah ibn Ibrahim al-Wahbi - Dar 1bn Hazm - Beirut - First

Edition y <Y1 AH /Y441 AD
y «- Interpretation of the Great Qur’an by Imam Ismail bin

Omar bin Kathir (d. vv¢ AH) - Edited by: Sami bin Muhammad

Salamah - Dar Taiba for Publishing and Distribution - Second

Edition y¢y+« AH/ Y4414 AD
V- Jami’ al-Bayan fi Tafsir al-Quran (Tafsir al-1ji) by Imam

Muhammad ibn Abd al-Rahman ibn Muhammad al-lji (d. 4o

AH) - Dar al-Kutub al-llmiyyah - Beirut - Edition: First, y¢xy¢

AH-y..¢ AD
y v- The Compendium of the Rulings of the Qur’an by Imam

Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Abi Bakr al-Qurtubi (d. 1vy AH) -

Edited by: Ahmad al-Bardouni and Ibrahim Atfeesh - Egyptian

National Library - Second Edition yyA¢ AH/ya1¢ AD
yy- Al-Durr Al-Masun fi Ulum Al-Kitab Al-Maknun by Imam

Abu Al-Abbas Shihab Al-Din Ahmad bin Yusuf, known as Al-

Sam’in Al-Halabi (d. vo1 AH) - Investigation: Dr. Ahmed

Muhammad Al-Kharrat - Dar Al-Qalam - Damascus
y ¢- The Spirit of Meanings in the Interpretation of the Noble

Qur’an and the Seven Mathani by Imam Mahmoud bin Abdullah

Al-Alusi (d. yyv+ AH) - Dar IThya’ Al-Turath Al-Arabi - Beirut
Y o- The Judge’s Care and the Satisfaction of the Satisfied on

Al-Baydawi’s Interpretation (Al-Shihab’s Commentary on Al-

Baydawi’s Interpretation) by Imam Shihab Al-Din Ahmad bin

Muhammad bin Omar Al-Khafaji Al-Masry (d. » 114 AH) - Dar

Sadir — Beirut
yi1- The Oddities of the Qur’an and the Desires of the

g Criterion by Imam Nizam al-Din al-Hasan ibn Muhammad al-
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Index of Sources and References

First: The Holy Qur'an.

Second: Interpretation and Qur'anic Sciences:

y- Guidance for the Sound Mind to the Merits of the Holy
Book by Imam Abu al-Su'ud Muhammad ibn Muhammad al-
‘Amadi (d. a oY AH) - Dar Ihya' al-Turath al-'Arabi - Beirut

v- Anwar al-Tanzil wa Asrar al-Ta'wil by Imam Abdullah bin
Omar al-Baydawi (d. 1Ao AH) - Edited by: Muhammad Abd al-
Rahman al-Mar'ashli - Dar lhya' al-Turath al-Arabi - Beirut -
First Edition y ¢y A AH

v- Al-Bahr Al-Muhit in Interpretation by Imam Muhammad
bin Yusuf Al-Rub’ by Abu Hayyan Al-Andalusi (d. v¢o AH) -
Edited by: Sidqi Muhammad Jamil - Dar Al-Fikr - Beirut - y ¢
AH

¢- Liberating the Right Meaning and Enlightening the New
Mind from the Interpretation of the Glorious Book (Al-Tahrir wa
Al-Tanwir) by Imam Muhammad al-Tahir ibn Ashur (d. yvay
AH) - Dar Sahnun - Tunis/yaay AD

o- At-Tashil li-Ulum al-Tanzil by Imam Muhammad ibn
Ahmad ibn Juzayy (d. v¢<y AH) - Dar Al-Kutub Al-lImiyyah -
Beirut - First Edition y¢Yo AH/ya40 AD

1- Tafsir al-Jalalayn by Imams Jalal al-Din Muhammad ibn
Ahmad al-Mahalli (d. A1« AH) and Jalal al-Din Abd al-Rahman
ibn Abi Bakr al-Suyuti (d. 1vy AH) - Dar al-Hadith - First
Edition

v- Tafsir al-Raghib al-Isfahani by Imam Abu al-Qasim al-
Husayn ibn Muhammad (d. oy AH) - Introduction and
Interpretation of Surat al-Fatihah and Surat al-Bagarah -
Scientific Thesis - Investigation and Study: Muhammad Abd al-
Aziz Basyouni - Faculty of Arts - Tanta University - First
Edition: y¢y+- AH-3Y13434 AD

A- Interpretation of the Qur’an by Imam Abu al-Muzaffar
Mansur bin Muhammad al-Sam’ani (d. ¢ A4 AH) - Edited by:
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