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The role of internal audit in activating the governance principles and its
impact on risk management in government agencies in Al-Qassim region
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Abstract

The study aimed to identify the role of internal audit in activating the principles of governance
and its impact on risk management in government agencies in Al-Qassim region. The study used the
descriptive-correlational approach as the suitable approach for the phenomenon being studied, and the
questionnaire was adopted as a tool for the study. The study population consisted of all employees of
internal audit units in government agencies in Al-Qassim region in the Kingdom of Saudi Arabia (50
individuals), where the study was applied by a comprehensive inventory approach because of the
small size of the study population. The results of the study found that the fact of the role of internal
audit in activating the principles of governance in government agencies in Al-Qassim region was
highly rated, and there is a statistically significant impact of the role of internal audit in activating the
principles of governance on risk management in government agencies in Al-Qassim region. Based on
these results, the study recommended the need to spread the culture of internal audit and governance
in government agencies and the importance of its role in achieving efficiency and effectiveness for
government agencies in light of the rapid challenges in the global environment and to provide
specialized training programs to develop the skills of internal auditors according to the latest
developments in the global environment to enhance the role of internal audit in risk management and
develop plans and strategies related to risk management in government agencies.

Keywords: internal audit, governance, risk management, government agencies - Al-Qassim
region.
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