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Renewal in Usul al-Figh: Balancing Immutable Principles and
Adaptable Elements
Heba Allah farouk Al-Malki

Department of USUI al-Figh, Faculty of Islamic and Arabic Studies for Girls,
Al-Mansoura, Al-Azhar University, Egypt.

Email: Dr.hebaelmalky)v@gmail.com
Abstract:

This study aims to shed light on the issue of renewal (tajdld) in
principles of Islamic jurisprudence (uSUl al-figh), a topic of great significance

in contemporary discourse. Critics argue that uSUl al-figh is rigid and

outdated, unable to address modern challenges and emerging issues. Some

claim that renewal would compromise its core foundations and overarching
objectives, which must remain intact. However, this view is misguided. USUI
al-figh has remained a discipline of enduring relevance, providing the

framework for sound juristic reasoning (ijtihdd). Renewal does not mean
dismantling its foundations or altering its fixed principles; rather, it involves

refining research methodologies to better interpret its principles in ways that

align with the objectives of Islamic law (maqaSid al-sharT a), ensuring its
continued applicability across different times and contexts. However, efforts
to dismantle its structure, obscure its principles, or disengage from its textual

foundations are not acceptable.

The study distinguishes between fixed and adaptable elements in uSUl
al-figh. The fixed principles that must remain unchanged include scriptural

texts with definitive authenticity and meaning, the major objectives of the

sharT‘a, and fundamental legal maxims. Meanwhile, the variable aspects

consist of rulings that evolve with changing times and circumstances due to
shifts in customs and social norms—an area in which ijtihad is permitted.
This study employs an inductive-analytical methodology, examining the

concept of renewal in uSUl al-figh in light of contemporary developments
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while ensuring that its core principles and objectives remain intact .

One of its key findings is the necessity of enhancing research

methodologies in uSUl al-figh to preserve its balanced and moderate
approach, enabling it to address modern challenges effectively. Based on these

tindings, the study recommends training a new generation of scholars capable

of renewal, strengthening their ability to engage in ijtihdd, and reinforcing

the role of the Islamic Figh Academy, which brings together experts from

various disciplines to ensure the regulation of legal opinions (fatawa) in light

of contemporary realities. Additionally, it calls for a systematic reassessment

of uSUl al-figh principles in accordance with the methodology of early

scholars, refining its topics, improving interpretive tools, simplifying its study
for students, and adapting ijtihdd mechanisms to contemporary

developments while safeguarding its foundational principles.

Keywords: Renewal, Reform, Fixed Principles, Variables, Objectives of

Islamic Law.
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