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The role of data science in social research

an analytical vision

Abstract:

The research attempts to identify the definition of data science, its
origins, its specialized nature, and the essence of its relationship with
other sciences, to determine the importance of using data science in
social research, to identify how researchers and scholars use data
science in social research, and to identify the role that data science
plays in social research.

From this standpoint, the researcher relied on the descriptive and
statistical method, and used the ready-made data analysis tools and the
guestionnaire in collecting field data. The sample in the current study
consists of professors of sociology at Mansoura University and the
Institute of Social Service. Given the large size of the study population,
a proportional random sample was chosen, by distributing the study
guestionnaire to professors of sociology at Mansoura University and the

Institute of Social Service. The sample amounted to 103.

The study reached the following results:

- The answer to the first question about the nomenclature available for
data science in social research was as follows: In first place are
nomenclatures that include “data science”,,.

- The answer to the second question about the goals of relying on
sociology in social research was as follows: The first place came to

collecting, storing, and retrieving (collecting, managing, and organizing
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data) huge amounts of data emerging from multiple sources, including
social media and the Internet.

The answer to the third question about the importance of data science
in social research was as follows: In first place is analyzing data more
accurately.

Keywords: Data Science — Sociology - Social Research
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