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Abstract

"The Nation of Islam" was founded in the United States in the 1930s and
became one of the most prominent Black nationalist movements in American
society. The organization was a response to the bias and racial discrimination
against African Americans in the country. The movement believed in the
superiority of the Black race and the necessity of forming a unified state for
the Black nation within the United States. Despite the organization's name,
which refers to Islam, its doctrines and ideas differ from traditional Islam, as
it primarily focused on Black nationalism. Therefore, it was accused of racism
and adopting negative views about the white race. The organization had a
social and even political impact within American society, especially during
periods of political events such as World War II. The organization considered
it a war between good and evil, with America and Europe representing the
evil side according to the Nation of Islam, while Japan represented the good
because it is part of the colored world that opposes the white race. Therefore,
the organization's leaders refused to participate in the war alongside the
American army. They held meetings and spread speeches and writings
expressing the organization's opinion, which was supported by a large number
of people inside and outside the organization. Members of the organization
were subjected to persecution and sometimes imprisonment because of their
position on the war, and this affected the organization's leader, Elijah
Muhammad, and a number of his close followers as well. This paper presents
an analytical historical overview of the formation of this organization, starting
with the entry of Islam into the United States and its impact on American
society, especially those of African descent, the transformations in the
organization's leadership, and an analysis of one of its most prominent
political attitudes regarding World War II, a fundamental event in
contemporary American history.

Keywords: Nation of Islam, Black Muslims, Elijah Muhammad, Malcolm
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