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The Impact of Political Ideology on Architectural
Heritage
A Case Study of the Italian House in Port Said
1357 AH/1938 AD

Abstract

This study examines the close relationship between political
ideology and architecture, emphasizing how architecture has been
utilized by political systems as a tool to express authority,
consolidate national identity, and assert cultural dominance,This
depends on the psychological and infrastructural impact on members
of society.

The research adopts the "Italian House" in Port Said (1357 AH /
1938 AD) as a case study, presenting it as a unique example that
highlights the role of architecture in serving political power and in
reflecting fascist architectural expressions beyond the borders of
Italy.

The study argues that totalitarian regimes -such as the fascist
regime led by Mussolini -did not rely solely on political control, but
also sought to leave symbolic imprints through architecture. Fascist
buildings were deliberately designed to convey messages of strength,
discipline, and national identity. These aspects are clearly reflected
in the architectural features of the Italian House, through its
monumental scale and grandeur symbolizing the state's power, the
simplicity and minimal ornamentation representing rigidity and
control, and the use of political symbols associated with authority
and the state.

The Italian House in Port Said thus stands as the only known
example in Egypt that embodies a fascist ideological discourse
through architectural form.

Key Words: 1deology, Heritage, Fascism, Port Said.
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