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A brief discussion on the constraints and freedom of marriage and
Taking Zhao Shuli's "*Xiao Erhei love in Chinese-Egyptian novels
Gets Married' and Yusif Sibai's "'l Went™ as examples

Abstract :

Many Chinese and Egyptian writers explore themes of marriage and freedom in their
works, often depicting hero and heroine who defy parental opposition and rejection,
overcoming obstacles and ultimately finding love. These novels have not only
captivated readers but also drawn the attention of critics to their nature and
significance. With their gripping plots, these novels reveal the bondage of marriage
faced by Chinese and Egyptian youth at the time, earning them widespread acclaim
in the literary and artistic world.

Undoubtedly, the importance of marriage in both Chinese and Arab literature has
earned these novels significant attention from writers, critics, and readers. Their
importance stems from the shared importance of the issue of marriage and freedom.
These novels occupy a significant space in both fiction and film and television series.
Many Chinese and Egyptian men and women have fled their families in pursuit of the
freedom to marry, paying a heavy price for their efforts. Consequently, many readers
enjoy reading these novels, eager to know the outcome of these conflicts, which
become a central plot point. Some of these novels have subsequently attracted
filmmakers to develop them into films and television series. This study analyzes the
issue of love and marriage in the novels "Xiao Erhei Gets Married" by Chinese author
Zhao Shuli and "I'm Going Away" by Egyptian author Youssef Sibay, offering a
comparative analysis of the two writers and their works. The works depict a hero and
heroine who strive for freedom of marriage and break the constraints of their parents'
marriages, which force them to marry someone they dislike, a marriage that forever
impacts their lives.

Keywords:

"Xiao Erhei Gets Married,” "I'm Going Away," Zhao Shuli, Youssef Sibay, the
constraints and freedom of marriage
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