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The Environmental Component and Its Argumentative Role in
the Travel Narratives of Ibn Jubayr and Naser Khosrow

Abstract

This study, which falls within the scope of New Rhetoric, seeks
to examine a significant element of rhetorical argumentation: the
environmental component. It aims to uncover its persuasive potential
on both the textual and aesthetic levels. Given the scarcity of
research addressing the impact of environmental aspects on
argumentative discourse, this study is dedicated to highlighting the
environmental features within the travel narratives of Ibn Jubayr
and Naser Khosrow.

Since travel writing is often based on direct observation and lived
experience—or, in some cases, constructed through imaginative
projection, as in Tuhfat al-Albab wa Nukhbat al-I'jab by al-
Gharnati—it provides the writer with the space to present personal
perspectives shaped by environmental phenomena and civilizational
manifestations. These perspectives function as persuasive tools that
contribute to the formation of argumentative discourse in travel
literature.

Understanding the environment and the cultural context from
which the travel writer speaks not only helps to reveal the underlying
frameworks of the text but also shows how these elements are
employed as argumentative devices—whether to persuade the
reader, convey certain ideas, or defend specific viewpoints.

In this way, the study opens a new horizon for understanding
travel literature as a form of discourse embedded with rhetorical
strategies of persuasion and influence, shaped by the sender’s tools
and the surrounding environment and cultural context.

Keywords: Tbn Jubayr, Naser Khosrow, rhetorical argumentation,
persuasion, ecocriticism.
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