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Values in Islamic and Confucian Cultures:
An Analytical Study

Ahmed Gamal Aly Mohamed Khalifa
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Translation, Al-Azhar University, Cairo, Egypt

E-mail: AhmedGamal.1021@Azhar.edu.eg

Abstract:

This present Study attempts to present an analytical study of values in
Islam and Confucianism, investigating their profound influence on shaping
individual behavior and promoting social harmony. In Islam, the Quran and
the Prophetic Sunnah form together the basis of values, highlighting higher
values like justice, compassion, modesty, and the balance between individual
and collective interests. On the other hand, Confucianism, rooted in the
teachings of Confucius, focuses on values such as filial piety, sincerity,
justice, and the consolidation of virtues in order to maintain harmony in both
personal and social relationships. The study employs textual analysis and a
comparative approach to explore the similarities and differences in the ethical
perspectives of the two cultures. Islam, as a Divine Faith, defines its values
through Divine revelation, while Confucianism is man-made system that
focusses on social relationships and societal norms. Despite difference in
origin and fundamentals, both systems aspire for enhancing social harmony
and stability through moral education. The study concludes that the values
within both systems reflect a universality nature, while also exhibiting their
peculiar cultural characteristics. Furthermore, these values have a pivotal role
in contemporary cross-cultural ethical dialogue, helping to address global
challenges and promote the common welfare of humanity, thus contributing
positively to the creation of a more balanced and harmonious world.

Key words: Islamic culture, Traditional Chinese culture, Confucianism,
Analytical study of values, Humanism.
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