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The Qur’anic Depiction of the Destruction of Nations and
Tyrants: The People of Noah (Peace Be Upon Him) as a Case
Study (An Interpretive and Thematic Study)
Maha Mubarak Al-Sulami, Sabah Said AL-Orfi
Department of Sharia and Islamic Studies, Faculty of Arts and
Humanities, King Abdulaziz University, Saudi Arabia
Email: m.m.s1425@hotmail.com

ABSTRACT:

This study aims to clarify the concept of Qur'anic depiction and
examine how the Qur'an portrays the destruction of the people of Noah
(peace be upon him). It focuses on three main aspects of Qur'anic
depiction: rhetorical imagery, psychological representation, and
dynamic movement. Additionally, the research seeks to highlight the
magnificence of Qur'anic depiction, both theoretically and practically.
The study adopts an inductive methodology, which involves analyzing
specific cases to derive general conclusions. This is achieved by
examining Qur'anic verses that depict the destruction of nations and
tyrants, alongside the interpretations of classical and contemporary
exegetes. Following this, the analytical method is employed to describe
and interpret the explicit content of these verses, exploring both their
form and substance in line with the research objectives. Additionally,
the study incorporates deductive reasoning, whereby established
textual elements are examined to infer broader meanings and
implications. Given the nature of this study, it is structured into an
introduction, two main chapters, a conclusion, and an index of
sources and references. The first chapter provides a comprehensive
definition of the term "depiction" and examines its occurrences in the
Qur'an, along with its contextual meanings. It is divided into two
sections: the first defines depiction linguistically and terminologically,
while the second explores the significance of Qur'anic depiction as
understood by classical and modern scholars. The second chapter
focuses on the Qur'anic depiction of the destruction of the people of
Noah (peace be upon him), analyzing the linguistic and structural
representation of their destruction in the first section, and the thematic
and visual representation in the second. The study concludes with a
summary of findings, followed by an index of sources and references.
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The findings of this research highlight the depth and power of Qur'anic
depiction, particularly in its portrayal of the destruction of past nations.
The Qur'an employs strong and impactful diction, selecting words
whose intensity is derived from the phonetic characteristics and
articulation of their letters, thereby enhancing the dramatic effect of the
narrative. Furthermore, Qur'anic composition makes use of phonetic
elements, linguistic tools, and a variety of syntactical structures to
reinforce the imagery of destruction, creating a vivid and immersive
experience for the reader. The study also underscores the intricate
relationship between rhetorical and psychological aspects of Qur'anic
depiction. Rhetorical expression serves as the framework that guides the
reader toward psychological meanings, illustrating how words function
as vehicles for deeper connotations. Psychological imagery is a crucial
component of the Qur'anic narrative, as emotional undertones embedded
in word choices reveal profound meanings that transcend their literal
interpretations. These psychological dimensions play an essential role in
shaping the overall impact of Qur'anic expressions. Through this study,
it becomes evident that the Qur'anic depiction of destruction is not
merely a historical account but a sophisticated rhetorical and
psychological experience that resonates deeply with its audience. By
integrating linguistic, psychological, and dynamic elements, the
Qur'anic narrative achieves a powerful and multifaceted portrayal that
enhances comprehension, strengthens emotional engagement, and
reinforces the underlying message of divine justice and retribution.

Keywords: Qur'anic Depiction, Destruction of Nations and Tyrants,
Qur'anic Context, Deductive Reasoning.
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