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Abstract:

Until recently, the phrase "democracy is the best political
system ever' was the prevailing idea among most political
philosophers. Like any human idea, it is subject to refutation, criticism,
and evaluation. Contemporary philosophers have attempted to expose
its pros and cons, which has exposed it in a defensive position. This has
resulted in significant procedural flaws and shortcomings, prompting
some philosophers to seek a better alternative that would address its
cognitive shortcomings, rational ignorance, and the biases of its
practitioners. This alternative is epistocracy, as proposed by Jason

Brennan.

This is based on the premise that nothing is more important than
voting in a democracy. Most popular theories of democracy believe that
every citizen has a civic duty or moral obligation to vote, that any honest
vote is morally acceptable, and that buying, selling, or trading votes is
inherently wrong and immoral. Jason Brennan challenges our basic
assumptions about voting and reveals why voting is not a duty for most
citizens. Indeed, he argues that many citizens owe it to others not to vote.
Bad choices at the ballot box can lead to unjust laws, unnecessary wars,
and disastrous economic policies. Brennan explains why voters have a
duty to make informed decisions at the ballot box, basing their decisions
on the common good rather than personal interests. Brennan explains
why voting is not necessarily the best way for citizens to exercise their
civic duty, and why some citizens need to stay away from the ballot box
to protect the democratic process from their uninformed, irrational, or
immoral votes. He presents some other forms of epistocracy that are
worthy of attention. Finally, he defends his account of recent criticisms

of his epistocratic conception.
Keywords: epistocracy, democracy, Jason Brennan, voting, elections,

vote buying.
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() Ibid., P.19.

@ Ibid., P.7.

(3) Ingrid Creppell: "Aristotle on Enmity: Ideology, Somatic Justice, and Emotions", In
"Envisioning democracy: new essays after Sheldon Wolin’s political thought", edited by Terry
Maley and John R. Wallach, University of Toronto Press, United States of America, 2023, p.49.
4 Jason Brennan: Against Democracy, pp.177-182.
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() Jason Brennan, and Lisa Hill: Compulsory Voting: For and Against, Cambridge University
Press, New York, 2014, pp.60-61.

@ Diane Stone: "Epistocracy: an afterword on global policy and rule by the wise", In "Shaping
Policy Agendas: The Micro-Politics of Economic International Organizations", Edited by
David Dolowitz, and (others), Edward Elgar Publishing, United States of America, 2020, p.195.
) Jason Brennan: “Epistemic Democracy”, In "The Routledge Handbook of Applied
Epistemology", Edited by David Coady and James Chase, Routledge, New York, 2019, p.97.

@ Jason Brennan: "Democracy and Freedom", In "The Oxford Handbook of Freedom", Edited
by David Schmidtz, and Carmen E. Pavel, Oxford University Press, United States of America,
2018, p.347.
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Arai, Springer, Switzerland, 2021, p.411.
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® John Stuart Mill: "Considerations on Representative Government”, In "On Liberty and Other
Essays, Oxford World’s Classics", Edited with an Introduction and Notes by John Gray, Oxford

University Press Inc., New York, 1991, p.329.
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(3) Jason Brennan: "Epistocracy Within Public Reason", in Philosophical Perspectives on
Democracy in the 21st Century, Edited by Ann E. Cudd, and Sally J. Scholz, Springer
International Publishing, Switzerland, 2014, p.191.
@ Jason Brennan: Against democracy, p.141.
(5) Jason Brennan: Democracy: A Guided Tour, Oxford University Press, United States of
America, 2023, p.247.
(®) Jason Brennan: Against democracy, p.16.
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edition, Routledge, New York, 2025, p.729.
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®Jason Brennan: Epistemic Democracy, In "The Routledge Handbook of Applied
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(2) Jason Brennan: The Right to A Competent Electorate, The Philosophical Quarterly (1950-
), Vol. 61, No. 245, p.710. see: https://rintintin.colorado.edu/~vancecd/phil215/Brennan.pdf

(3) David Estlund: Democratic Authority: A Philosophical Framework, p.33.

(4) Ibid, pp.63-64.

©®) Jason Brennan: The Right to A Competent Electorate, p.717.
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(2) Jason Brennan: The Ethics of Voting, p.4.

(3) Ibid, pp.128-129.
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(1) Jason Brennan: Against Democracy, pp. 214-215.

(2 Jason Brennan: The Ethics and Rationality of Voting, First published Thu Jul 28, 2016,
https://plato.stanford.edu/entries/voting/ (aY  YE£/3/YY) Joaal) &
® Luigi Di Gregorio: Demopathy and the Democratic Malaise: Symptoms, Diagnosis and
Therapy, Edward Elgar Publishing, United States of America, 2021, p.204.

4 Jason Brennan: Against Democracy, p. 216.
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() Jason Brennan: “Democratic Sortition Versus Epistocratic and Statistical Decision Methods”,
In "Against Sortition? The Problem with Citizens' Assemblies", Edited by Geoffrey
Grandjean, p.67.

(2) Jason Brennan: Against Democracy, p. 216.

(3) Dannica FleuB: Radical Proceduralism: Democracy from Philosophical Principles to
Political Institutions, Emerald Publishing Limited, United Kingdom, 2021, p. 214.

4 Jason Brennan: Against Democracy, p. 218.
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(1) Grahame Booker: Coercion, Authority and Democracy: Towards an Apolitical Order,
Palgrave Macmillan, Switzerland, 2022, pp.229-230.

2 Thomas Houessou-Adin; "art: oracle", In "Encyclopedia of African Religion", edited by
Molefi Kete Asante, and Ama Mazama, SAGE Publications, United States of America, 2009,
pp.496-498. And see also: Fritz Graf: "art: Delphic Oracle", In "The Oxford Encyclopedia of
Ancient Greece and Rome", Vol.1, Edited by Michael Gagarin, Oxford University Press, United
Kingdom, 2010, pp.388-389.

() Jason Brennan: In Defense of Epistocracy Enlightened Preference Voting, In "The Routledge
Handbook of Philosophy, Politics, And Economics”, Edited by C.M. Melenovsky, P.397.

4 Jasson Brennan: "Can epistocracy, or knowledge-based voting, fix democracy?", LA Times,
August 28, 2016, see: https://www.latimes.com/opinion/op-ed/la-oe-brennan-epistocracy-
20160828-snap-story.html aY YE/V 0 /YY Jeaal g
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) Alexander Guerrero: Lottocracy: Democracy Without Elections, Oxford University Press,
United Kingdom, 2024, p.118.

(2 Jason Brennan and Héléne Landemore: Debating democracy: do we need more or less?,
Oxford University Press, United States of America, 2022, p.98.

(3) Scott Althaus: Collective Preferences in Democratic Politics, Cambridge University Press,
New York, 2003, p.548.

(4) Bryan Caplan: The Myth of the Rational Voter: Why Democracies Choose Bad Policies,
p.25.
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