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Abstract  

Until recently, the phrase "democracy is the best political 

system ever" was the prevailing idea among most political 

philosophers. Like any human idea, it is subject to refutation, criticism, 

and evaluation. Contemporary philosophers have attempted to expose 

its pros and cons, which has exposed it in a defensive position. This has 

resulted in significant procedural flaws and shortcomings, prompting 

some philosophers to seek a better alternative that would address its 

cognitive shortcomings, rational ignorance, and the biases of its 

practitioners. This alternative is epistocracy, as proposed by Jason 

Brennan  

This is based on the premise that nothing is more important than 

voting in a democracy. Most popular theories of democracy believe that 

every citizen has a civic duty or moral obligation to vote, that any honest 

vote is morally acceptable, and that buying, selling, or trading votes is 

inherently wrong and immoral. Jason Brennan challenges our basic 

assumptions about voting and reveals why voting is not a duty for most 

citizens. Indeed, he argues that many citizens owe it to others not to vote. 

Bad choices at the ballot box can lead to unjust laws, unnecessary wars, 

and disastrous economic policies. Brennan explains why voters have a 

duty to make informed decisions at the ballot box, basing their decisions 

on the common good rather than personal interests. Brennan explains 

why voting is not necessarily the best way for citizens to exercise their 

civic duty, and why some citizens need to stay away from the ballot box 

to protect the democratic process from their uninformed, irrational, or 

immoral votes. He presents some other forms of epistocracy that are 

worthy of attention. Finally, he defends his account of recent criticisms 

of his epistocratic conception  

Keywords: epistocracy, democracy, Jason Brennan, voting, elections, 

vote buying  
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