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Abstract:

This study investigates the methodologies employed by
researchers in the academic analysis of contemporary doctrines
and intellectual currents. The thesis is structured into four
chapters :Chapter One provides an analytical study of theses
focusing on Eastern leftist thought, specifically communism and
socialism. The chapter explores researchers’ methodological
trends, revealing a prevalent use of multiple methodologies, with
the critical approach being the most dominant .Chapter Two
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analyzes theses that addressed Western thought, including
secularism, liberalism, and the new atheism. The findings show
that researchers utilized a variety of methodologies, with the
descriptive, critical, inductive, and analytical approaches being
the most frequently adopted .Chapter Three examines theses
centered on Islamic thought, particularly  modernist
enlightenment movements and extremist takfiri ideologies,
encompassing both the partisan trend (represented by the
Muslim Brotherhood and similar groups) and contemporary
Kharijite thought. The analysis indicates that researchers often
combined multiple methodologies, with the descriptive and
critical approaches being the most prevalent .Chapter Four
presents a survey and synthesizes the major findings across the
previous chapters. The results demonstrate that the critical
methodology was the most widely employed across all
contemporary intellectual currents, whereas the applied
methodology was the least utilized. Additionally, the study notes
that some researchers neglected to specify a methodological
framework in their thesis proposals .Overall, the study offers a
comprehensive insight into the methodological patterns
prevalent in academic research on contemporary intellectual
movements within Saudi universities
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