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Abstract:

The study highlighted the emergence of the Qara Khitai state as an influential
power in Eastern Turkestan and Transoxiana during the period from Y4 to 1+A AH
(VYYe—YYYY AD). It explored the factors that contributed to its rise and its role in
reshaping the political and geographical landscape of the region.

In the early sixth century AH, Eastern Turkestan suffered from weak political
unity, with the Turkic tribes divided and engaged in internal conflicts. This weakness,
coupled with the strategic location on the Silk Road, provided the conditions for the
Qara Khitai to emerge as a dominant power.

The study examined the complex relationships between the Qara Khitai state
and neighboring powers such as the Seljuks and Khwarazmians. It delved into
significant military conflicts, including the Battle of Qatwan (oY1 AH/V)Y¢) AD),
which was described as a pivotal turning point in the region's history.

The study also focused on the governance strategies of the Qara Khitai, who
maintained a balance between military suppression and political flexibility. It discussed
how their alliances with local tribes helped solidify their authority while preserving a
robust trade network that benefited from their position along the Silk Road.

Despite the dominance achieved by the Qara Khitai, conflicts with surrounding
powers such as the Khwarazmians and Mongols, in addition to internal divisions, were
factors that contributed to their decline.

In conclusion, the study emphasized the significance of the Qara Khitai state's
role in Islamic history and Central Asia. It presented the state as an example of how
political and social circumstances can be leveraged to build a powerful state.

Keywords: Qara Khitai State - Eastern Turkestan — Transoxiana - Battle of
Qatwan - Silk Road
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