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Imam Shah Waliullah Dehlawi (1114 AH - 1176 AH) and His
Approach to Da'wah and Reform: An Analytical Study

Abdul Wahab Farhat

Department of Arabic Language and Islamic Studies, University
of Bahrain, Bahrain

Email: asmaahamdy3002@gmail.com

Abstract:

Shah Waliullah Dehlawi is one of the prominent Muslim figures
in the Indian subcontinent, who made significant contributions to
Islamic da'wah and the reform of Islamic thought, which had been
stagnating and impeding its movement. He played a pivotal role in
enriching Islamic thought and providing it with a new vision that
allowed it to adapt, ensuring a balance between continuity and
change. He was acutely aware of the intellectual challenges that
the people of the new era would face.

The core issue of our research revolves around the extent of Shah
Waliullah Dehlawi contributions to da'wah and reform. This
central question branches into several sub-questions: What was the
nature of the work he undertook to revive and reform Islamic
thought? What efforts did he make to reform the educational
system? What contributions did he make in terms of guidance and
social change? Who were the recipients of his sermons and advice?
To address this research issue, | employed both inductive and
analytical methodologies.

Keywords: Imam, Da’wah, Reform, Renewal, Reform of Muslim
Creed, Integration of Sciences, Dehlawi.
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