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Abstract

The current research aimed to identify the relative contribution of certain
fear patterns to job security and perceived self-efficacy among special
education workers. This was achieved by identifying the nature of the
relationship between the research variables: fear patterns (fear of having a
child with a disability, job loss, digitization of work, failure, and negative
evaluation), job security in its three dimensions (clarity of contract terms,
relationships with colleagues, and relationships with management), and
perceived self-efficacy in its academic and skill aspects. The study also
aimed to identify differences between the study variables according to
gender, male and female, among specialists working in the field of special
education. The sample size was (300), comprising 130 males and 170
females, ranging in age from 24 to 35 years, with an arithmetic mean of
(29.693) and a standard deviation of (2.971). The study used three scales
prepared by the researchers for each of the fear patterns, perceived self-
efficacy, and job security. The study used the descriptive correlational
approach, and the results of the study concluded that there is a statistically
significant negative correlation between fear patterns (total score and
dimensions) and job security (total score and dimensions). A negative
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correlation was found between the scores of some fear patterns (having a
disabled child, digitization of work, job loss, negative evaluation, fear of
failure) and perceived self-efficacy (scientific competence, skill
competence, and total score), except for the relationship between scientific
competence and fear of losing work, and the relationship between scientific
competence and fear of negative evaluation, which is not statistically
significant. No differences were found between males and females in fear
patterns (losing work, digitization of work, negative evaluation, total score),
while differences were found in the patterns of fear of failure and fear of
having a disabled child in favor of females. No differences were found
between them in job security. As for self-efficacy, there were no differences
between them in scientific competence, but significant differences were
found at the 0.05 level in skill competence and total score. For the scale, in
favor of males, it was shown that only the pattern of fear of losing one's job
and the total score can predict job security, as well as the patterns of fear of
digitization of work, having a disabled child, losing one's job, and fear of
failure, in addition to the total score, can predict perceived self-efficacy.
Considering this, the results were discussed and interpreted, and some
recommendations and proposed research were presented.

Keywords: Fear patterns, job security, perceived self-efficacy.
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