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Manifestations of Identity in the Poetry of al-Abiwardi
Afaf Abd al-Karim Muhammad Hasan.

Department of Arabic Literature and Criticism, Faculty of Islamic and Arabic

Studies for Girls in Qalyubiyya, Al-Azhar University, Egypt.
Email: haltbdalkrymY1A@gmail.com
Abstract:

This study examines how identity is articulated in the poetic corpus of
al-Ablwardl, one of the foremost literary figures of the fifth century AH. His
poetry played a significant role in shaping Arab identity, at times expressing

the suffering of the Arab people in Iraq, and at others conveying the anguish

of those in Greater Syria under the domination of hostile foreign powers
antagonistic to both Arabness and Islam. His verse is infused with an Arab
spirit aspiring toward a luminous future that revives the glory of the Arab

nation and confronts its enemies with lessons in pride and defiance.

The study is organized into two main sections. The first addresses

identity between reality and aspiration, examining the intimate connection

between literary creativity and lived experience. In al-Ablwardl’s poetry, one
finds both direct and symbolic expressions of the historical and social
conditions of his time. The second section explores identity between
belonging and estrangement, emphasizing the natural human attachment to
homeland. The study considers belonging as a relational phenomenon shaped
by specific historical and spatial contexts, where one’s identity is inseparable

from one's place and time.

The research adopts an inductive method, allowing the author to trace
the poet’s engagement with the events of his era and how these shaped his
poetic expression. The study concludes with several findings, chief among
them that the crises faced by the Muslim umma did not merely accompany
the formation of identity but actively called it forth. Identity, in this context,
is shown to be closely tied to the degree of collective awareness and

intellectual maturity within Arab society across its historical trajectory.

Keywords :Identity, Belonging and Estrangement, Reality and

Aspiration, al-Ablwardl, the Catastrophe of Jerusalem.
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