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The Influence of the School of AlI-Umana on the Modernists’
Interpretation of the Holy Qur’an
“Nasr Abu Zayd as a Model”
Emad Abdelradi Ahmed
Lecturer of Tafsir and Qur’anic Sciences — Al-Azhar Faculty for
Girls in New Tiba — Luxor
e-mail; dremad271@gmail.com

Research Summary:

This study explored an aspect of the influence of the Bayani School on the secular
and modernist intellectual sphere. It revealed that the literary-linguistic style adopted by
Nasr Hamid Abu Zayd in his exegetical studies can be regarded as an extension of the
approach initiated by Amin al-Khouli. Abu Zayd approached the interpretation of the
Holy Quran as a literary text, thus diverging from what had been traditionally established

in the Arab-Islamic heritage.

The study employed the inductive-analytical, descriptive-analytical, and
comparative methodologies. It traced the views of the Bayani School, represented by its
prominent figure Sheikh Amin al-Khouli, alongside those of Dr. Nasr Hamid Abu Zayd. It
examined the ideas they presented, the intellectual foundations from which they
emerged, and compared the concepts in which Abu Zayd’s influence by the Bayani School
became evident—oparticularly in his literary-linguistic approach to interpreting Qur'anic

texts.

The primary motivation behind this study was to demonstrate that many Muslim
intellectuals were overwhelmed by Western dominance, to the extent that they collapsed
before it, finding no solution except to seek refuge in its embrace and call for complete
identification with the "other."” These thinkers attempted to apply Western philosophies
to the Noble Qur'an, as Westerners had done with their own scriptures, under the pretext
of religious reform, epistemological progress, or environmental determinism. This has led
to the tangible dominance of Western critical methodologies over contemporary schools

of thought and their selective and reductive application.
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Hence, this study became necessary, along with the need to conduct further research
into the intellectual projects of prominent Arab and Muslim thinkers whose views fall
within the framework of modernity. The outcomes of these studies should be published

after analyzing their contributions and revealing the flaws in their intellectual trajectories.

Keywords: Influence — Amin al-Khouli — Modernists — Nasr Abu Zayd.
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