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The Stance of Bertrand Russell and Will Durant on Philosophy
and Sufism Affiliated with Islam
Presentation and Study
Al-Anoud bint Abdullah Al-Sheikh
Assistant Professor, Department of Creed and Contemporary
Doctrines — Department of Islamic Studies — College of Education —
King Saud University
Email: aalanoud@ksu.edu.sa
Abstract:
Both Bertrand Russell and Will Durant express differing perspectives
on philosophy and Sufism affiliated with Islam in their writings.
Russell, as a rationalist and empiricist philosopher, viewed Islamic
Sufism—as well as mysticism in general—with significant
reservation, considering it a departure from reason and scientific
methodology. He acknowledged some important contributions of
Islamic philosophy, especially in logic and the transmission of Greek
thought, but believed that Muslim philosophers did not develop
philosophy independently of religion, which limited their originality.
In contrast, Will Durant showed greater appreciation for the
philosophical and mystical experience in Islam, highlighting its
spiritual depth and civilizational impact. He praised figures such as
Avicenna (lbn Sina), Al-Ghazali, and Averroes (lbn Rushd). The
significance of this study lies in its exploration of the divergent
Western views on Islamic thought—between Russell’s reserved
rationalism and Durant’s relative openness and cultural
appreciation.
Keywords: Bertrand Russell — Will Durant — Philosophy — Sufism
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