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"Balthild (657-673 A.D.) : From Slavery to the Merovingian Throne and
Her Role in Religious and Political Reform™
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This study sheds light on the Merovingian queen Balthild, who arrived in the
Frankish kingdom as a captured slave. She later became a servant in the
household of the Merovingian Mayor Palace, Erchinoald, and subsequently
married King Clovis Il. This made her the queen who gave birth to the king’s
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three sons. After the death of her husband, she assumed the regency during the
reign of one of her sons.

The study also discusses Balthild's accomplishments, most notably her
religious reforms in the Merovingian kingdom. She recognized that the success
of religious life was fundamental to the success of political life. Among her
most significant reforms was the emancipation of monastic communities in
several abbeys from the authority of bishops, placing them instead under the
control of their abbots. She also supported churches and monasteries by
granting them large areas of land.

Additionally, she ensured that churches housing the relics of saints were
subject to the monasteries themselves rather than to bishops. She founded
several new monasteries, including the Abbey of Chelles, which became her
refuge during the last fifteen years of her life.

Balthild also undertook other important initiatives, such as the emancipation of
slaves, combating simony (the sale of ecclesiastical offices), and striving to
unify the Frankish kingdoms by marrying one of her sons to the daughter of the
king of Austrasia. Moreover, she played a prominent social role through her
charitable acts and donations to the poor.

Keywords: Merovingian Queens — Balthild — Frankish Religious Reforms —
Clovis Il — Combating Simony.
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