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Statements of Mohammad ibn Ahmad ibn Hamad ibn Sufyan Al-
Hafiz in Jarh and Ta'dil

Mohammed bin Bander bin Abdullah Al-Ragqgas .

Department of Islamic Studies, College of Sharia and Law, University of
Hai, Saudi arabia .

Abstract

This study explores the methodology of Imam Muhammad ibn
Ahmad ibn Hamad ibn Sufyan Al-Hafiz in the science of Jarh and Ta'dil
by analyzing his critical statements regarding narrators. The research
examined 33 narrators: 24 of whom he graded as trustworthy and 9
whom he criticized, reflecting his inclination toward detailed evaluation
and clarifying the reasons for each judgment based on the narrator's
circumstances. The study demonstrates that the Imam’s approach was
characterized by precision, thoroughness, fairness, and independent
reasoning, far from mere imitation. It was also found that most of his
evaluations aligned with the views of major critics such as Ibn Ma'in,
Ahmad ibn Hanbal, and Al-Dhahabi, affirming the strength and
soundness of his critical methodology.

In the conclusion, the research affirmed that his evaluations
represent a model of precise and fair hadith criticism, widely relied upon
by later scholars. The study recommended collecting his evaluations
comprehensively, expanding comparative research on critics'
methodologies in Jarh and Ta'dil, and studying the hadiths criticized by
Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Hamad ibn Sufyan, comparing his
methodology with that of other critics, thereby enriching the
understanding of hadith criticism development.

Keywords: Muhammad ibn Ahmad ibn Hamad, Jarh and Ta'dil,
detailed criticism, narrator criticism, critical methodology.
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