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The Valuation of the Fetus' Compensation (Ghurrah) in Islamic
Jurisprudence: A Comparative Study of Traditional and Modern
Perspectives with a Focus on VVoluntary Abortion

Rabaa Eid Abd al-Fattah Hassan
Department of Figh. Faculty of Islamic and Arabic Studies for Girls. Cairo.

Al-Azhar University. Cairo. Egypt

Email: akhlaagi. eslaamyh@gmail.com

Abstract:

When Allah (SWT) decrees the inception of pregnancy in a woman's womb.
it signifies the existence of a being destined for life. Therefore. it is prohibited

to transgress this divine decision. Islam has prescribed both worldly and
otherworldly punishments for ending the life of a being ordained by Allah to
exist within a woman’s womb. Currently. with the growing leniency towards
abortion before and after the ensoulment of the fetus for unjustifiable reasons.

it is necessary to address this issue and highlight the "ghurrat al-janin"
(compensation for the fetus) in both its classical and contemporary
interpretations. This research seeks to clarify the causes of abortion. the ruling

of abortion before and after ensoulment. the legitimacy of "ghurrat al-janin «

" its origins. and the principles from which it arises. Additionally. the study

aims to compare the determination of "ghurrat al-janin” from traditional to
modern perspectivesc and the current fatwa on how to assess the

compensation.
The methodology used includes analytical. descriptive. and comparative

approaches.

The key findings of this research include:

e Abortion is impermissible in all cases. and the compensation (ghurrat)
must be paid regardless of whether it occurs before or after ensoulment.

e The compensation is determined based on gold or silver. considering the
time and modern circumstances. The fatwa on the amount to be paid is
derived from this framework.

The study also provides several recommendations. including:

e Raising awareness and enforcing stricter regulations on abortion.

permitting it only in cases where the pregnancy endangers the mother’s
lifec confirmed by a panel of doctors.

—&\@'ac



mailto:akhlaaqi.%20eslaamyh@gmail.com

ladgail (yLyiayl gal@ayl éyaallg poadll gu oMyl adall oé guinall 83¢ padi

e Encouraging media platforms. especially television channels and social
media. to highlight the gravity and impermissibility of abortion.
emphasizing its prohibition and harmful effects.

Keywords: Ghurrah. Diyyah. Abortion. Fetus. Gold and Silver.
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