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The Semiotics of Palestinian Displacement
Imagery During the 2023 Israeli War on Gaza
Strip.

An Analytical Study of Images Published on Arab
and Foreign Newspaper Websites.

Dr. Ahmad A.l. Alshagagqi
Abstract:

This study aimed to identify the connotations of the image of
the displacement of Palestinians during the Israeli war on the
Gaza Strip in 2023, on the websites of Arab and foreign
newspapers, with the aim of revealing the apparent meanings and
implicit connotations carried by the images published on
newspaper websites about the Palestinian displacement journey.
This study belongs to the category of qualitative descriptive
studies, and the study used the tool of semiological analysis,
which methodologically relies on the interpretive approach and
qualitative analysis to interpret the connotations of symbols and
signs. Semiological analysis focuses on discovering the true
meaning of the message content and understanding its hidden
significance, based on the approach of Roland Barthes and Martin
Joly. The study sample consisted of (10) images deliberately
selected from the newspaper websites for the study (the New York
Times website, the Al-Ahram newspaper website, and the
Palestinian Al-Ayyam newspaper website), during the period from
October 7, 2023 to March 18, 2025. The study results showed:

- Images of Palestinian displacement on the New York Times
website featured a general approach to the issue of displacement,
focusing on the route of displacement and the place of residence.
Meanwhile, the Al-Ahram and Al-Ayyam websites focused on the
details of the suffering of displacement during the Palestinians'
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journey to refuge, whether during the winter, obtaining food, or
repeatedly experiencing displacement, in addition to the bombing
and death. Al-Ahram distinguished itself by presenting images of
the displaced returning to their homes after the ceasefire
agreement.

- The results of the qualitative semiological analysis of the
connotative level of images of Palestinian displacement reflected a
range of themes, including: the steadfastness of Palestinians in
the face of the destructive Israeli war machine after the
occupation's genocide against the Palestinians, during which it
failed to displace them from their land. These images serve as an
eloquent message expressing the triumph of Palestinian will, their
attachment to their land, and their survival on it despite all the
challenges and horrors they endured during the Israeli war.

Keywords: Semiotics -War on Gaza - Palestinian Displacement -
Newspaper Websites
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