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The Journalistic Framing of the Determinants of
Egypt’s Role in the Sudanese Political Crisis a
Comparative Analytical Study of the Discourse in
Egyptian, Sudanese, and Western Online
Newspapers.

Dr. Ilkram Mahmoud
Abstract:

The aim of the current study is to identify how the
journalistic discourse in the newspapers Al-Ahram and Al-Masry
Al-Youm (Egyptian), Al-Tayyar and Al-Saihah (Sudanese), and
The Washington Post, The Daily News (American), and The
Independent and The Daily Mail (British) address the determinants
of Egypt's leading role in the Sudanese political crisis. This will be
done by analyzing the coverage in these newspapers, examining
the presented arguments, active forces, argumentative pathways,
reference frameworks, and the characteristics and traits in the
sample’s discourse.

The study also seeks to identify the explanatory goals behind
the editorial stances of each newspaper regarding Egypt's
leadership role in the Sudanese crisis. Additionally, it aims to
determine the similarities and differences in the journalistic
discourse of the Egyptian, Sudanese, and Western newspapers
regarding Egypt’s role in the crisis. The researcher applied a
qualitative study of the journalistic discourses in the newspapers
within the sample.

Study Findings:

The study reached several key findings, most notably that the
trends in the journalistic discourse of the Sudanese and Western
newspapers (American and British) included in the sample were
predominantly negative in their treatment of Egypt’s leading role in
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the Sudanese political crisis. These newspapers focused on
portraying Egypt's role as part of the problem, particularly
regarding the border situation and the reception of Sudanese
refugees. This was framed within a confrontational argumentative
approach that emphasized the hardships faced by refugees at the
Egyptian border.

Furthermore, these newspapers failed to acknowledge
Egypt's regional or international efforts in addressing the
Sudanese crisis, and overlooked Egypt’s hosting of the Sudan’s
Neighboring Countries Summit. This reflects the influence of
unofficial sources on the editorial perspectives of the sampled
newspapers, resulting in a noticeable divergence in media
narratives concerning the determinants of Egypt’s leadership role
in the crisis.

Keywords: Framing — journalistic discourse — Sudan crisis —
Sudanese press — Western press.
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