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Trends in French Press Discourse
Towards Issues of Saudi Economic Reform and
Saudi Vision 2030

A Methodological Study
by dr.Abdullah Al-Otaibi

Abstract:

The study aimed to identify the extent of interest of French
press discourse in the issues of economic reform in the Kingdom, by
monitoring the theses of French press discourse regarding economic
issues in the Kingdom and the types of discourses that French
newspapers were interested in when addressing the topics of the
Kingdom’s vision, and identifying the reference frameworks, active
forces, and paths of proof and persuasion that the French press
discourse focused on regarding the Kingdom’s vision, in addition to
knowing the frameworks of solutions and results contained in the
French press discourse regarding the topics of the Kingdom’s vision,
and the extent to which the French press discourse was influenced
by political frameworks when dealing with the Saudi economic issue
and the Kingdom’s vision in the French newspapers under study (Le
Lemonde, Le Figaro, Libération).The study relied on a survey
methodology and discourse analysis tools for topics published in the
French press. The study reached several results, the most important
of which was that economic discourse topped the list of press
discourses accompanying topics related to the Kingdom's Vision in
French newspapers. Prince Mohammed bin Salman, His Royal
Highness the Crown Prince, also topped the list of key figures
involved in the Kingdom's Vision, followed by French President
Emmanuel Macron. The study's results also demonstrated the
diversity of reference frameworks relied upon by French newspapers
when addressing topics related to the Kingdom's Vision, with a
significant focus on economic references.

Keywords: Media discourse - French press - Saudi Vision 2030,
economic reform - development projects
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