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Abstract

In light of existing research and studies, it appears that the feeling of perceived social stigma
among students with Intellectual Disability (ID) themselves has rarely been examined.
Accordingly, the goal of this research was to explore the level of perceived social stigma
among students with ID, considering the variables of gender (males vs. females) and school
stage (primary vs. preparatory). To achieve this, the researchers developed a scale
specifically designed to measure the perceived social stigma experienced by individuals with
ID. The study sample consisted of 102 students with mild ID: 48 in the primary stage and 54
in the preparatory stage. Their chronological ages ranged from 11 to 13 years in the primary
stage (mean age = 11.90 years, SD = 0.75), including 23 males and 25 females. In the
preparatory stage, ages ranged from 14 to 17 years (mean age = 14.09 years, SD = 0.77),
comprising 24 males and 30 females. A comparative descriptive method was employed. The
results indicated that the overall level of perceived social stigma among the participants was
not high (across dimensions and total score). However, the findings revealed a higher level of
perceived social stigma among male students compared to female students (across
dimensions and total score). Furthermore, there were no significant differences between
primary and preparatory school students in perceived social stigma between students in the
primary and preparatory stages.
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