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Abstract: This study aims to examine the portrayal of horses in Al-
Mufaddaliyyat, focusing on their meanings, themes, and artistic
depictions. It offers an aesthetic literary perspective with both semantic
and thematic dimensions and is structured into an introduction, three
main sections, and a conclusion.

The first section explores the semantic field related to "horses,"
encompassing four semantic domains:

The first includes general semantic units related to groups of horses.
The second indicating the breed and ages of horses. The third
describing the physical structure and characteristics of horses. The
fourth denoting the colours, names, and lineage of horses, along with
their subsidiary domains and units. These aspects are analysed
linguistically and semantically, considering their artistic equivalents
and contextual meanings. It highlights some units' general and specific
semantic features, their relationships such as generality and specificity
or synonymy, and their polysemous nature.

This section utilizes statistical methods to determine the prevalence of
certain semantic units compared to others and to elucidate their
alignment with the nature of ancient Arab life.

The second section addresses the themes associated with horses,
examining the contexts in which they appear.

The third section is dedicated to artistic depictions, particularly those
using figurative language, with a focus on similes where horses are
either the subject or the object. These similes serve as artistic
equivalents to convey multiple meanings.

The research is based on the poetic texts of Al-Mufaddaliyyat, which
hold a distinguished place among poetry anthologies due to their rich
linguistic content, including archaic words absent from dictionaries,
and their depiction of various aspects of life during the pre-Islamic and
early Islamic periods. Consequently, the study relies on lexicons,
linguistic references, and critical literary works.

Keywords: Horses, mare, connotations, semantic circle, semantic unit,
themes, equestrianism, artistic imagery, simile, simile to, the natural
world, the human world.
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